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Lee Rumble 
Certified Arborist, UT Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension Agent 

Best Management Practices for Selecting, Planting, and  

Establishing Woody Ornamentals and Trees  

in the Landscape 
Thursday, November 17, at 7 pm. 

BrightRidge Auditorium 
2600 Boones Creek Rd (Hwy 354), Johnson City 

This presentation will be in-person only. 

Learn the best management strategies for selecting, planting, 
and establishing woody ornamentals and trees in your land-
scape. Lee will discuss why we love trees, the benefits of our ur-
ban landscapes, initial considerations to make prior to planting, 
the best time of year to plant, and how to select the best plant 
material from your local garden center. From there, the talk will 
segue into the landscape to expand on proper planting and gen-
eral maintenance practices that should be implemented in those 
first few critical years after planting your new nursery stock. 

Lee Rumble is an Agriculture and Natural Resources Extension 
Agent in Knox County. As a Tennessee native originally from 
Nashville, he has always considered east Tennessee to be his 
“forever home.” Lee received his International Society of Arbori-
culture (ISA) Arborist Certification in May of 2010 after nearly a 
decade in the arboricultural industry. This milestone became the 
inspiration for his future educational endeavors. Immediately 
thereafter, he began following his passions and by 2019 had 
completed an A.S. in Horticulture, a B.S. in Plant and Soil Sci-
ence, and a M.S. in Botany—even conducting his master’s re-
search in Great Smoky Mountains National Park. Lee’s close 
working relationship with the public prior to his schooling, along 
with his desire to educate others is precisely what led him to UT 
Extension. After graduation, he immediately sought out a role 
that would allow him to continue to be both a life-long learner and 
an educator in east Tennessee. 

Lee works closely with commercial landscapers, arborists, and 
the residents of Knox County to promote the proper management 
and care of urban and rural landscapes. In his spare time, Lee 
can be found somewhere among the trees. Most commonly, this 
means backpacking in the Smokies, mountain biking, or even in 
a climbing saddle high up in the treetops! 
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Upcoming Events 

November 2 

Meaningful Maintenance – Fall Cleanup with Positive 
Impact. Neil Diboll, Prairie Ecologist at Prairie Nursery   
7– 8 pm Eastern. Virtual Symposium. To register: 
https://www.wrlandconservancy.org/event/session-2-
meaningful-maintenance/ 
November 6 

NC Botanical Garden's Annual Jenny Elder Fitch Memo-
rial Lecture: Moveable Gardens and Commensal Ta-
bles: Rooting in an Age of Displacement. Virginia D. 
Nazarea, Ph.D., Professor Emeritus of Anthropology, U 
of Georgia. 5:30 p.m. Hybrid - Zoom webinar. Free. Hu-
mans have been moving with plants as their traveling 
companions since the beginning of time. Currently, in a 
period of impactful and reinforcing industrialization, glob-
alization, and strife, this movement has dramatically es-
calated in tempo and scale. Learn how remembrance 
embedded in seeds counters destruction of homelands, 
fragmentation of habitats, cultural alienation, and how 
sanctuary is sought in gardening, cooking, and commu-
nity building. 
https://ncbg.unc.edu/event/annual-jenny-elder-fitch-
memorial-lecture-moveable-gardens-and-commensal-
tables-rooting-in-an-age-of-displacement/ 

November 12 

Warriors’ Path State Park Fall Day of Caring, 8:30 a.m. 
– 12:30 or as long as you like.  Cleaning, weeding, and 
mulching at Darrell’s Dream Boundless Playground. 
Contact Gwyn Duncan  geduncan@charter.net         
Rain date is November 19. 

November 15 

Margie Hunter, Beyond Aesthetics: Garden As If Life 

Depends On It .7:30 pm. Free webinar. Tennessee Na-
tive Plant Society. https://www.tnps.org/tnps-speakers/ 

November 17 

SAPS meeting. Lee Rumble, “Best Management Prac-
tices for Selecting, Planting, and Establishing Woody 
Ornamentals and Trees in the Landscape.” 7 pm.  
Brightridge Auditorium. 

December 1 

Winter Tree Keys. Warriors' Path State Park. 3:30 PM - 
5:30 PM. Pre-registration required. $4  Learn to identify 
"old friends" on our forest walks. Practice using a few 
different botanical keys to learn the names of our native 
trees. Learn winter trees by their bark, buds, fallen 
leaves and more. Each participant will get to take home 
a pamphlet-key to our local trees.                              
Park Ranger Marty Silver. 423-239-6786  
marty.silver@tn.gov 
https://tnstateparks.com/parks/event_details/warriors-
path/#/?event=winter-tree-key-2022B 

December 3 

Christmas in the Country at Exchange Place Living His-
tory Farm, 4812 Orebank Road, Kingsport, 10 am - 4:00 
pm. $5, under 12  free. 423-288-
6071 or www.exchangeplace.info. 

December 10 

Holiday Wreath Making Workshop. UT Gardens Knox-
ville. 10 am -12pm. $40 Members | $50 Non-members. 
Make your own gorgeous wreath. Mixture of seasonal 
greens provided. All levels of experience welcome. Par-
ticipants are welcome to bring personalized decorations 
to add. https://utgardens.tennessee.edu/workshop-
descriptions/ 

CHRISTMAS ACTIVITIES AT EXCHANGE PLACE 

Christmas in the Country at Exchange Place Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in Kingsport, will be 
held Saturday, December 3, from 10 am - 4:00 pm. Fresh greenery, wreaths and roping, unique folk arts and handi-
crafts, and traditional holiday foods will be on sale. The celebration also features demonstrations of winter time activities 
on the 19th century farmstead and hands on activities for all ages. Admission is $5 for adults and free for children under 
12. For more information, 423-288-6071 or www.exchangeplace.info. The traditional Yule Log Ceremony with carol sing-
ing around the bonfire and a cauldron of wassail, Exchange Place's free gift to the community, begins at 4:15 p.m. 

Wreath Making Workshops at Exchange Place will be held on Tuesday, November 29, from 6:30 - 8:30 
p.m. and on Wednesday, November 30, from 10 a.m.-12 noon. Participants will learn basic wreath making 
techniques, the differences in the various boughs, how to embellish with natural accents, and create a unique 
evergreen wreath to take home. Both beginners and experienced wreath makers are welcome. 

All materials - a variety of fragrant greenery, cones, dried flowers, etc. along with wreath form and wire - will 
be provided. Participants should bring hand pruners and any extra materials or special decorations they may 
wish to add. 

The workshop fee is $35 and includes all materials and light refreshments. These are very popular classes 
so don't wait to register. To reserve your place, first please check availability and then mail check, payable to 
"Exchange Place," to: Joy Moore, P.O. Box 87, Fall Branch, TN 37656. Please include your phone and/or e-
mail for confirmation. To check availability or for more information, email Joy Moore at jemmoor@gmail.com. 

For the safety of all, registration is limited to facilitate social distancing and masks may be required depend-
ing on COVID conditions in the area at the time of the workshops. Registration deadline is November 25. 
Sorry no cancellations or refunds (though we will save your materials for you if you have to cancel.) Pro-
ceeds from the workshops go to Exchange Place’s restoration efforts. 

https://ncbg.unc.edu/event/annual-jenny-elder-fitch-memorial-lecture-moveable-gardens-and-commensal-tables-rooting-in-an-age-of-displacement/
https://ncbg.unc.edu/event/annual-jenny-elder-fitch-memorial-lecture-moveable-gardens-and-commensal-tables-rooting-in-an-age-of-displacement/
https://ncbg.unc.edu/event/annual-jenny-elder-fitch-memorial-lecture-moveable-gardens-and-commensal-tables-rooting-in-an-age-of-displacement/
https://www.tnps.org/tnps-speakers/
mailto:marty.silver@tn.gov
http://www.exchangeplace.info/
http://www.exchangeplace.info/


 

 

Amaryllis Make Great Holiday Gifts 
Contributed by Hugh Conlon 

Christmas gifts are on the mind of many SAPS members right now. What do you gift the gardener friends in 
your life? Let me suggest a flowering amaryllis bulb or one that is blooming in the plant shoppe. Amaryllis is a 
tropical bulb that blooms indoors usually in our winter season (USDA hardiness zones 9-11). It is a big beau-
tiful bouquet that is among the easiest plants to grow. A single amaryllis bulb is a flowering dynamo. You 
simply plant the bulb in a container and add water. 

There are many varieties and colors to choose. Usually, local garden centers sell bulbs 
starting in early fall and offer some already blooming. Bulb size is important. I recom-
mend purchasing large size bulbs over 30 cm across that produce several bloom stalks 
and greater numbers of flowers. For example, a 34 cm bulb size should produce 2-4 
bloom stalks, each bearing 3-4 flowers. The newly potted bulb should flower in 6-8 weeks 
if room temps are between 68-72°F. Newly purchased amaryllis bulbs should be planted 
immediately or can be stored over several months in a cool dark (40-50°F) dry place prior 
to potting. 

Select a pot with a wide base that is large enough to accommodate the new bulb. Fill the bottom of the con-
tainer with fresh potting media and set the bulb on top. Finish filling and packing the potting mix. Leave 1-2 
inches of the bulb top (the shoulders and neck) exposed. Thoroughly water the potting media to settle the 
bulb. Place the pot in a cool (60-70°F) location and in bright light indoors or in a half day morning sunlight 
outdoors. The bulb is dormant and ready to sprout. A bulb potted in early November should be blooming by 
New Year’s Day. 

Continue to water as needed after shoots and flower buds have emerged. Rotate the pot 
¼ turn every 4-5 days to keep the stem growing straight up and not bending toward the 
window light. Avoid overwatering that may cause the amaryllis bulb to rot. The large flow-
ers may become top heavy. If needed, stake the flower stalk for additional support.  

Blooms last longer if you can keep them away from direct sunlight and dry heat. As the 
individual flowers fade, snip them off with a sharp knife. Eventually, cut back the entire 
bloom stalk to about an inch above the bulb. 

Want to rebloom your amaryllis? Simply stop watering in the fall and store the potted bulb 
in a cool storage area with very low light for 2-3 months. Clip off the old leaves when they have dried up and 
the bulb is now dormant. Starting in late January or February, restart the amaryllis by watering it. It should 
rebloom in 6-10 weeks at room temperature. 

Amaryllis bulbs will re-bloom annually in the same pot for several years. After spring freezes and frosts are 
over, move amaryllis outdoors into ½ day of sunlight (full morning preferred) and protect from drying winds. 
From spring to early fall, continue to water as needed and feed monthly with a water-soluble fertilizer like Mir-
acle Gro™ or Peters™. Bring the pot back indoors when night temperatures fall below 40°F. 

Amaryllis bulbs make great holiday gifts for garden friends and neighbors. Brent and Becky’s Bulbs, an online 
bulb emporium in Gloucester, VA, lists many colorful varieties in their on-line catalog. Tell them you’re a 
SAPS member and they will remit 25% of your purchase price back to SAPS. Evergreen Garden Center in 
Kingsport and Johnson City are also good local sources for amaryllis bulbs and plants.  



 

 

Across the President’s Desk 
By Earl Hockin 

 November is an important gardening month.   
For those intending to grow garlic or bulb on-
ions; if they are not already planted, it is neces-
sary to plant them no later than mid-November.  
This will give them time to start growing roots 
before winter sets in which is essential for next 
spring’s growth. November is an ideal time to 
plant shrubs and trees.    

This is also when we should prepare the soil in 
vegetable beds for a successful start on the 
garden next spring. Because organic fertilizers 
take longer to be broken down by soil            
microbes, worms, and fungi, it is beneficial to 
add them in the fall while the soil is still warm. 
This allows microorganisms time to process the 
fertilizers so they can be readily available to 
plant roots in the spring. 

Don’t throw away all those leaves falling on the 
ground. They contain organic material that will 
feed your plants. Collect and chop your leaves 
- even your neighbors’ leaves! -  to use immedi-
ately or to compost. I have an out of sight area 
in my yard where I build a leaf composting 
structure each fall. I arrange 5 or 6 six-foot long 
metal t-posts in a circle. I then wrap 4 or 5 ft. 
high chicken wire or fencing around the posts 
and add leaves. I use a leaf blower that vacu-
ums and chops the leaves which I place in this 
composting spot. During the winter the leaves 
will gradually decompose. In the spring, I will 
spread the resulting compost on my vegetable 
beds and incorporate it into the soil before 
planting. An easy way to use the leaves without 
composting is as mulch, chopped or not. Lay-
ers of leaves on your bed will insulate the soil 
and encourage worms to stay active longer into 
the season. In the spring you can rake or dig 
them into the soil. 

It is very beneficial to mulch your garden for the 
winter. Doing so reduces the chance for weed 
seeds to germinate and get established. Straw 
that has not been treated with herbicides is one 
option for mulch. Herbicides will persist up to 3 
years in straw negatively impacting the growth 
of vegetables and flowers. To check if it is safe 
to use, I place a small amount of straw in a 

container and plant some fast-growing seeds 
such as radish to see if they will germinate and 
grow for several days. Keep the straw moist but 
not soaking wet while waiting to see if the 
seeds will germinate and grow. 

Other organic materials to use as mulch over 
the winter include grass clippings and pine nee-
dles. If you lack other choices, use newspaper 
or cardboard which are organic and will at least 
partially break down. 

If the soil is warm enough for seeds to germi-
nate, you can add a cover crop such as crim-
son clover, oats, or alfalfa, which will be cut 
down to ground level in spring and left to lay on 
the soil. Then simply move aside enough to 
transplant or put in seeds. Instead of digging to 
get every last root, just give the plants a quick 
tug and take what comes up easily. The part of 
the root system that's left behind will feed bene-
ficial microbes which produce humus. Humus 
not only helps keep soil moist and aerated, but 
also assists plants in getting the nutrients they 
need to flourish. (An important note: If plants 
are diseased, you need to remove all of the 
roots to avoid allowing the disease to overwin-
ter in the soil.) 

December is the time for some indoor garden-
ing chores. If houseplants are root-bound, repot 
them. You can also enjoy having some indoor 
greenery such as Christmas cactus, poinsettia, 
amaryllis, orchids and succulents. In December 
I start researching new varieties of vegetables 
and ornamentals to consider planting next year. 
My process is internet research, reading arti-
cles in gardening magazines like Fine Garden-
ing and following some gardening writers 
online. Then, I go to various seed company 
sites to determine the availability of these varie-
ties. Of course, the seed companies from 
whom I have previously ordered send me their 
new catalogues beginning in December. They 
always have photos and articles about new va-
rieties they are selling that year. The arrival of 
seed catalogs is like the first robin in spring for 
gardeners!  



 

 

Natives in the American Landscape 

We have had numerous speakers who encourage the use of native plants in our landscapes. The local chapter of Wild 
Ones is sponsoring a presentation, Natives in the American Landscape, that will interest those who would like additional 
information on the subject on Thursday, November 3, at 7:00 p.m. at The Summit, Expedition Room, 1227 Volunteer 
Pkwy, Bristol, TN, 37620. 

Join us for a presentation by local landscape architect Trevor Curtis of Bricks & Ivy Landscape Design 
(bricksandivy.online) as he discusses the American landscape. A graduate of Virginia Tech, Trevor believes in working 
with nature instead of fighting against it. Why should you use Natives? What are some of the common mistakes home 
owners make? Native trees, shrubs, grasses, and perennials will be recommended for your garden along with where to 
purchase them. He will offer sustainable environmentally friendly solutions to your landscaping questions!! 

The public is invited to this free event; please bring your friends! 

Directions: The Summit building (1227 Volunteer Pkwy) is set back from Volunteer Parkway with an access road be-
tween Eastman Credit Union and Bank of Tennessee. There is a cutthrough in the Parkway divide for a left turn if you 
are coming from the downtown Bristol area. There is free adequate parking in the front of the building. Handicap access 

is available but please let us know ahead of time so we can have that door unlocked for you. 

(Email gaildennie@hotmail.com and I will send you a cell # to call when you arrive. 

Garden Gallivants Seek to Gauge Interest in Greenville, SC Trip 

GALLIVANT to the Annual Symposium of the Greater Greenville, S.C. Master Gardeners Association: “In Sync: The Art 
and Culture of the Garden”. February 10-11, 2023 

Recently we mentioned the possibility of our group attending gardening symposiums and making that option available to 
others who might be interested. Symposiums always provide not only horticultural education but inspiration as well.  

Some of us have attended this Greenville, SC gardening symposium for several years now and believe that many of you 
would enjoy it as well. The speakers are always top notch, and a variety of plant and garden vendors will be selling their 
goods. We do not have all of the symposium details at this time but we do know that our plan is to leave on Friday morn-
ing, February 10

th
.  We’ll make several interesting stops along the way (more information on them at a later date) and 

then stay at a downtown hotel that will have restaurants onsite and nearby. We will leave for Knoxville after the symposi-
um is over around 4 pm on Saturday.   

We don’t have the price for the symposium nor speaker details, but we’d like to gauge interest in making this trip. If 
there is enough interest, we will continue planning and work on determining price and logistics. 

If attending this symposium with the Garden Gallivants is something you might want to do, please send an email to   
gardengallivants@gmail.com to let us know. 

Remember, this email is to GAUGE INTEREST in the trip, which will include transportation, fun garden and 
shopping stops, symposium and an overnight stay in/near downtown Greenville, S.C. You are not committing 
or registering at this point, just letting us know that you’d like to go. 

Many gardeners put as much or more love, effort and expense into developing and nurturing the beauty surrounding 
their home as they do into the home itself. If there comes a time when they need to part with their home, they find that 
the typical real estate descriptions focusing on square feet and the number of bedrooms and bathrooms give little in-
sight into the special attributes of the property. Conversely, a gardener wishing to find a home with an established, thriv-
ing garden may find it difficult to identify properties that satisfy that need. Joy Stewart is looking into a way to provide a 
solution to the problem. 

New Real Estate Website for Gardeners 

I am interested in developing a for-sale-by-owner website for homeowners with extensive gardens who wish to sell their 
homes to someone who is interested in protecting and continuing their creations and for buyers who love to garden.  I 
would like to find someone who is interested in working with me on this project. As of now, I am only in the preliminary 
stages.  Thus far, I have: 

Found a web design firm that is very qualified and interested in creating the web page 

Found a real estate agent who is willing to act as a consultant on real estate related issues 

Have made preliminary outreach to local business attorneys but have not yet identified someone who is willing and 
qualified to advise on any legal issues, especially on how to structure the business (non-profit, B-corp, etc.)  

Have made contact with Homegrown National Park which is very interested in the project and willing to assist where 
possible 

Have made contact with the North American Native Plant Association which is willing to promote the project in their 
newsletter and seek donations from their members 

There are many large issues pending – how to obtain funding, web structure, how to link with the existing real estate 
market structure, and how to promote the website once created to name a few.   

For someone who wants to work on this, there is no financial obligation involved. If you have questions, please feel free 
to contact me either at 423 573-2376 or joylarry@btes.tv 
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