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Dan Benarcik

Horticulturist at Chanticleer Garden

Design Principles of the Pros
Thursday April 21 at 7 pm
Kingsport Center for Higher Education
300 W. Market St., Kingsport TN 37660
Chanticleer has been called the most romantic, imaginative, and
exciting public garden in America. Dan Benarcik has been involved
in the garden’s transformation since its infancy. A passionate gardener and artist he fuses his love of plants, sculpture, and design
into excitement and wonder. This motivational talk will give gardeners, both novice and experienced, tips to enliven your own gardens
and ideas for thinking about your beds, pots and plant combinations
for the season ahead.
As a child in Wilmington, Delaware, Dan had one foot in the flower
shop/greenhouse and one in the woodshop. A University of Delaware plant science degree led him to Mt. Cuba Center as the
Woodspath gardener, then to wholesale plant sales with Imperial
Nurseries before joining the young team at Chanticleer in Wayne,
Pennsylvania. There he has spent 28 years creating seasonal displays within the Courtyard Gardens, including the famous and stunning Teacup Garden, named for its central fountain. Dan's focus
has long been tropical and non-hardy plants with an emphasis on
dynamic design, creative container combinations, and innovative
display. He also conceives and manufactures wood workings, stone
carvings, paintings, and metal works displayed throughout the garden. His enthusiasm for design has led to building furniture for the
garden and his home as well as teaching chair building workshops.
A natural progression led to sharing his passion for horticulture
through speaking and writing. Dan joined the Garden Writers Association, now Gardencomm, and served as Regional Director and
earning the status of Fellow. His writing has appeared in Fine Gardening, Horticulture, Martha Stewart Living and Rodale's gardening
books. He is co-author of The Art of Gardening: Design Inspiration
and Innovative Planting Techniques from Chanticleer. He has appeared on QVC for Cottage Farms Nursery and was featured on
episodes of ‘Cultivating Life.’ He lectures internationally.
He is part of the continuing education program at Longwood Gardens. He volunteers for the Delaware Center for Horticulture serving as part of the Plant Selection Committee and as a Plant Expert
for the Rare Plant Auction. He judges for the Philadelphia Flower
Show. Dan and his wife share an acre of residential gardens in Wilmington, Delaware. Visit his website: https://danbenarcik.com/.

Upcoming Events
April 8 - 10
Spring Nature Festival Warriors' Path State Park. Talks and
hikes on many nature topics, from stream life to wildlife
tracking, from night skies to spring wildflowers. Free.
https://tnstateparks.com/parks/events/warriors-path/#/?
park=warriors-path
April 9
Spring Spectacular Plant Sale. UT Gardens Knoxville. 9 am
to 2 pm. https://www.facebook.com/
events/5171238879623946?ref=newsfeed
April 10
Mayapple Marketplace at Ijams Nature Center, Knoxville.
10 a.m.- 3 p.m. Plant nurseries, gardening vendors, local
handmade ware from artists and crafters, food trucks and
more! 865-577-4717. https://www.ijams.org/mayapplemarketplace
April 16
Three Season Gardening - Earl Hockin. Free presentation
10 – 11:30 a.m. at Rocky Mount State Historic Site, 200
Hyder Hill Road, Piney Flats, TN 37686 (423) 538-7396
https://rockymountmuseum.com
April 16
Mid Atlantic Garden Faire. Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center, Abingdon, VA. 9:30 am – 5 pm. All outdoors.
Free. http://www.gardenfaire.net/
April 21
SAPS Meeting. 7 pm. “Design Principles of the Pros.” Dan
Benarcik, Horticulturist at Chanticleer.
April 22 - 24
2022 Spring Roan Mountain Naturalists Rally. https://
www.friendsofroanmtn.org/
April 23
Annual Plant Auction. 9am - 12 noon. Sycamore Shoals
State Historic Park. Visitor Center Gathering Place. An exciting array of unusual ornamental & native perennials,

trees and shrubs will be auctioned. Plants can be viewed
and auction registration begins at 8:15 a.m. Sponsored by
UT Extension Service, E. TN Nursery Assoc., and the Eliz/
Carter Co. Chamber of Commerce. 423-543-5808,
https://tnstateparks.com/parks/event_details/sycamoreshoals/#/?event=annual-plant-auction-4-23
April 23
New to Gardening in Northeast Tennessee at Rocky Mount
State Historic Site. https://rockymountmuseum.com/ or call
423-538-7396.
April 24
Weed and Feed. Exchange Place. 5 pm weed, 6 pm potluck or picnic dinner.
April 28 - 29
Spring Plant Sale. Botanical Gardens at Asheville, 151
W.T. Weaver Blvd., Asheville, NC 28804. Friday, April 28:
11:30 am-6pm, April 29: 9 am-3pm. The Botanical Gardens
and numerous local plant vendors will offer a wide variety
of trees, shrubs, and flowers. Free admission and parking
on site or nearby. 828-252-5190. https://
ashevillebotanicalgardens.org/events-classes/plant-sales/
April 29 – May 1
Asheville Herb Festival. Exhibition Hall at the WNC Agricultural Center, Boylston Highway/Airport Road, just south of
the Asheville Airport -- 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. on Friday
and Saturday April 29 and 30; and from 10:00 a.m. to 5:00
p.m. on Sunday, May 1. Largest herb festival in the Southeast. http://www.ashevilleherbfestival.org/
April 30 - May 1
Exchange Place Spring Garden Fair. 4812 Orebank Road,
Kingsport. https://www.exchangeplace.info/
May 19
SAPS Meeting. 7 pm. “Garden Solvers: Sedges and Ornamental Grasses.” Hugh Conlon, horticulturist, lecturer, and
garden writer.

Exchange Place Spring Garden Fair
The 36th annual Spring Garden Fair is Saturday, April 30, from 10 am – 5 pm and Sunday, May 1, from
12 – 5 pm at Exchange Place Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in Kingsport. The oldest garden
fair in the region and a favorite among gardeners returns this year as an all outdoor event featuring thousands of plants for sale - perennials, annuals, trees and shrubs - with an emphasis on herbs, natives
and heirlooms (including a wide variety of heirloom tomatoes), along with garden related arts and crafts.
Visitors will see heritage breeds of animals and spring activities on a mid-19th century farmstead, as volunteers shear the sheep, spin and weave the wool, cook over the fire, and shape iron over the forge.
Children's activities abound as volunteers help children create garden crafts and learn gardening skills.
Ol' timey music and foods add to the experience. Admission is $5 for adults and free for children under
12. For more information, call 423-288-6071.
Exchange Place has a core group of experienced volunteers who are organizing the Fair, but we would
love fresh input from other gardeners. If you would like to help on the SGF committee we would welcome your ideas and skills. If you could spare any time that weekend to help with set-up, hospitality,
take-down, children’s activities, parking, etc., we would be grateful. Volunteer time counts as Master
Gardener hours. To volunteer for this fun event or for more info, please contact Joy Moore at
jemmoor@gmail.com or 423-348-6572.

Ten Native Flowering Vines
Contributed by Hugh Conlon
Vertical landscaping continues to be a popular space saving trend in Tennessee and Virginia gardens. Native
flowering vines are being added to pollinator gardens to attract butterflies, moths, and hummingbirds. Vines
may grow intertwined on tree branches, trained on fences, trellises, walls, and arbors, and planted as freeroaming ground covers.
Vines prefer consistently moist soils, particularly during their first two years of establishment. Most grow in full
sun for best flowering while some tolerate partial shade.
Ten Popular Native Vines:
Pipevine (Aristolochia macrophylla) grows 20-30 feet long and produces Dutchman pipe shaped bronze
flowers in summer. Butterflies, particularly the Pipevine Swallowtail, flock to the fragrant flowers.
Crossvine (Bignonia capreolata) is a fast growing evergreen vine that grows up to 20 feet long. It bears fragrant, tubular, orange-red flowers in summer. It has tendril branches that terminate in adhesive disks that
easily attach to walls. ‘Tangerine Beauty’ is a popular cultivar.
Trumpet Creeper (Campsis radicans) is an extremely vigorous fast-growing woody vine up to 40 feet long
with trumpet-shaped flowers that need the support of sturdy arbors or fences. Choose from yellow, orange, or
red blooms. Warning: this vine suckers profusely and grows too aggressively.
Texas or Scarlet Clematis (Clematis texensis) blooms from mid-summer to fall and tops out at 6-10 feet
long. This sparsely leafed vine is often trained to intertwine through nearby shrubs. Cultivars: ‘Gravetye
Beauty’ (red flowers) and ‘Duchess of Albany’ (pink flowered).
Leatherleaf clematis (Clematis viorna also known as Clematis glaucophylla) produces lavender to purple
urn-shaped flowers with curling white tips. Vines grow 6-10 feet long and is native to portions of Tennessee.
Treat this vine as a deciduous perennial and allow it to ramble over small to mid-sized shrubs.
Carolina Jessamine (Gelsemium sempervirens) is a vigorous vine growing up to 20 feet that brings a dash
of yellow blooms to walls and sturdy arbors. Train it as a 3-5 feet tall mounded shrub or attach one on your
mailbox post; bright yellow flowers appear in very early spring. Favorite cultivar: ‘Margarita’.
Coral Honeysuckle, Trumpet Honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) grows 12-15 foot in sun or partial
shade. Red or yellow trumpet-like flowers appear early spring into mid-summer. The evergreen leaves are
circular. Favorite cultivars: ‘Major Wheeler’ (orange-red flowers) and ‘John Clayton’ (yellow flowers).
Virginia Creeper (Parthenocissus quinquefolia) grows 6-8 feet long and is frequently seen growing up trees.
It likes sun to partial shade and has average water needs. Its deciduous foliage turns beet red in the fall.
Blue-black berries form in late summer and are quickly consumed by birds. Warning: aggressive grower and
seeds freely.
American Wisteria (Wisteria frutescens) grows less aggressively than its Asian counterparts in sun or partial
shade. Train it up a 15-20 foot pole or tree trunk; blooms are blue or purple in mid-spring. Favorite cultivar:
‘Amethyst Falls’ (lavender purple).
Passion Flower (Passiflora incarnata) is a hardy fast growing vine, up 12 feet in length that climbs by tendrils. Its unique 2-3 inch wide flowers are white with purple filaments. Grows in full sun to partial shade, dies
back in winter, and restarts in spring. Warning: roots may spread aggressively and become weedy.
Bignonia ‘Tangerine Beauty’

Clematis ‘viona’

Lonicera sempervirens

Wisteria frutescens

Across the President’s Desk
By Earl Hockin

April is a hopeful but complex month for gardeners because we are always trying to outguess the
weather hoping for an early start in the garden.
The primary variable that affects planting in the
garden is the last frost date. Some years the last
frost can occur in the second week of April while
in other years the last frost does not occur until
the last week of April. Below are the officially recorded last days of frost in Kingsport for the last 8
years. Notice that the last frost in 2021 is a full
month later than in 2017.

so, the early part of April is still suitable for transplanting cool season vegetables such as cauliflower, broccoli, kale, kohlrabi, Brussel sprouts,
chard, leeks, lettuce, onion bulbs, Irish potatoes
and arugula. You can also direct sow peas,
beets, carrots, radish, spinach, lettuce and
cilantro.
I keep my non-flowering vegetables such as the
brassicas - including broccoli, kale, and cabbage
- and all root crops covered with row cover all
season long to protect from insect pests such as
the cabbage moth and flea beetle. I also keep the
vegetables which will need to be pollinated, including squash and eggplants, covered until they
YEAR
LAST SPRING
TEMP
begin blooming and need pollinators to visit the
FROST
flowers.
2014
04-16 (2014)
29
You can also sow seeds of hardy annual flowers
2015
04-05 (2015)
30
including calendula, clarkia, larkspur, California
2016
04-10 (2016)
28
poppy and sweet peas. If you want new shrubs or
2017
03-23 (2017)
31
trees, plant them before the end of the month.
2018
04-20 (2018)
30
This is also the time to plant strawberries, rasp2019
04-03 (2019)
31
berries and fruit trees.
2020
04-11 (2020)
31
If you have not already done so, this is a good
2021
04-23 (2021)
30
time to put up birdhouses and native bee nesting
boxes. Michigan State University has a great
Looking at this data we see that over the last 8
publication about building native bee nesting
years there has been nearly a 50% smaller
sites. Native bees are essential pollinators for
chance of a light frost after the middle of April. If many native plants as well as being very effective
there is frost it will be light and typical daytime
pollinators of many of our vegetables and fruits.
temperatures in the 60’s warm the soil - especial- https://pollinators.msu.edu/publications/buildingly in raised beds - to 40°F or warmer. Thus, gar- and-managing-bee-hotels-for-wild-bees/
dening season is truly here. The last two weeks
Have a great April. Looking forward to seeing you
of April is the time to plant pole and bush beans,
at our April 21 meeting with Dan Benarcik, which
broccoli, cauliflower, sweet corn, cucumbers,
will be our first in-person meeting since the beokra and squash which can all be direct sown
ginning of the pandemic.
through May 15th. If you have not already done
Attention SAPS Members
A group of garden enthusiasts from Knoxville has formed Garden Gallivants, a new organization dedicated to garden
tours and travel. The founders are Dr. Sue Hamilton, Faye Beck and Michelle Reimhrt. This summer they are offering an
awesome trip to Chicago and have invited SAPS members to participate. Attached you will find the schedule and information needed to register. If you are interested and would like more information, there is a Facebook group you can join
called Garden Gallivants.
The 2022 Jonesborough Garden Gala is planned for June 4th. Pamela Pope, president of a sponsoring organization,
appreciates the support the event has received from SAPS members in the past. Attached is an invitation to SAPS
members who would like to volunteer this year.
“Weed and Feed” at Exchange Place is an annual SAPS tradition. We gather for an hour of weeding and tidying in the
Laura Feit Memorial Garden followed by a time of food and camaraderie. Because we can’t know at this time how prevalent Covid may be in this area a month from now, the decision of either a potluck dinner or a picnic will be made closer
to the event on April 24. A notice will be sent to members several days prior to the date of the event.

