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Brown Hall Auditorium is
located on the first floor of
Brown Hall, 173 Sherrod Drive,
JC, 37614 (Building #3), across
from the Mini Dome. You may
park anywhere in the evening.
(No parking pass required.)
https://www.etsu.edu/ehome/
documents/etsu-map.pdf

Southern Appalachian Plant Society
November/December 2018

November SAPS Meeting
Kirk R. Brown

Award-Winning Designer, Speaker, and Dramatist

John Bartram, The King's Gardener

Thursday, November 15
7 pm, Brown Hall Auditorium, ETSU Campus
Co-sponsored by ETSU Botany Department
Spend an evening with John Bartram, horticulturist, explorer, and royal botanist to King
George III in the new world as Kirk R. Brown
portrays the life and times of the colonial-era
plantsman, called “the father of American
Botany.” Dressed in a waistcoat, stylish
breeches, and buckled shoes, Bartram will
welcome you with the horticultural history of
America as he began it in Philadelphia and
Penn's Woods.
John Bartram's story starts at the very beginning of the international world of
plant discovery and identification, and Brown will regale us with stories of Bartram’s
plant collection adventures in the new American colonies, sharing his finds with Karl
Linnaeus and other European botanists, his friendships with Benjamin Franklin,
George Washington and Thomas Jefferson who found his garden a source of inquiry
and pleasure, and his opinions of the importance
of the natural world. Bartram's humor, his
passion and his achievements will entertain and
inspire as he shares his hope for the future of the
earth and the men who inhabit it.
With a background in theater Kirk R. Brown
took up his personifications of John Bartram and
landscape architect Fredrick Law Olmstead at
the Perennial Plant Alliance annual meeting in
Philadelphia in 2008. He has gone on to present
his alter egos to numerous other organizations.
Brown is also a well-respected garden designer,
keynote speaker, horticulturist, business lecturer and design class presenter. Kirk is
the recent recipient of a Silver Award from Garden Writers Association: The Association for Garden Communicators in the first-ever category of Outstanding Garden
Communicator: Live Performance. An earlier recipient of the Pennsylvania Landscape and Nursery Association "Green Achiever" Award for advancing horticulture
in Pennsylvania, Kirk served 20 years as business manager of award-winning Joanne
Kostecky Garden Design, Inc. and was recent President of GWA. He delivers more
than 200 hours of lectures across the country to the green industry associations and
other gardening groups as Bartram, Olmsted and himself on topics ranging from the
History of Landscape Gardening in America to Landscape Design/Build Today and
Building a Better Business.
http://www.greatgardenspeakers.com/listing/kirk-brown.html

Upcoming Events:
October 31, November 7, 14
Principles of Ecological Gardening Part One: a
3-week class. 1-4 pm. NC Arboretum, Asheville.
Ecological gardening is a way of thinking about
landscapes in which gardens are no longer seen as a
collection of plants, but a community with complex
interdependencies between plants, soils, environment,
and animals. $88 Member/$98 Non. 828-665-2492
https://4020a.blackbaudhosting.com/4020a/FA18Principles-of-Eco-Gardening-A-THREE-WEEKCLASS

November 15
SAPS meeting. Kirk R. Brown, Horticulturist, lecturer
and reenactor – John Bartram, The King's Gardener. 7
pm, Brown Hall Auditorium, ETSU Campus
November 16
Creative Fall Centerpieces. 5:30-7:30 pm. UT
Gardens, Knoxville. 865-974-7151. https://
ag.tennessee.edu/utg/Lists/Calendar%20of%20Events/
DispForm.aspx?ID=158
November 16
Climate Resilient Fruit and Vegetable Gardening. 1-4
pm. NC Arboretum, Asheville. 828-665-2492.
https://4020a.blackbaudhosting.com/4020a/FA18Climate-Resilient-Fruit--Vegetable-Gardening

November 8
Herb Saplings meeting. 7 pm at Exchange Place. Chef
Nathan Brand will discuss "The Early Spices of
Appalachia" and the role each plays in defining the
November 27-28
flavor and identity of Appalachian cuisine. Please bring
Wreathmaking Workshop. 10 am - 2 pm. NC Arborean herb snack to share if you have time.
tum, Asheville. $78 member/$88 non-members.828665-2492 https://www.ncarboretum.org/educationNote: There is no December or January Herb
programs/adult-education-classes/fine-art-and-craft/
Saplings meeting.
November 10
Ole Time Yule. 1-3 pm. Roan Mountain State Park. An
old-fashioned holiday celebration at the Miller Farmstead. Step back in time and experience how Christmas
was celebrated years ago, with traditional music and
tasty treats. 423-772-0190. https://tnstateparks.com/
parks/event_details/roan-mountain/#/?event=old-timeyule3
November 11
Succulent Houseplant Success. 2-4 pm. UT Gardens,
Knoxville. 865-974-7151. https://ag.tennessee.edu/utg/
Lists/Calendar%20of%20Events/DispForm.aspx?
ID=157

December 1
Christmas in the Country at Exchange Place, 4812
Orebank Rd. Kingsport, 10 am - 4:00 pm. 423-2886071. exchangeplace.info

December 1
Wreath Workshop. 10 am - 12 noon. Natural Tunnel
State Park. Scott County Master Gardeners will guide
you in creating your own holiday wreath with fresh
greenery and other materials inspired by Mother Nature. Workshop fee is $15 per wreath and includes stepby-step instructions, wreath frame, and greenery. Space
is limited. Pre-registration required. Call 276-940-1643
for reservations. Reservation deadline: November 28.
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/park-eventinfo?id=NT180021-00

Christmas in the Country at Exchange Place
Christmas in the Country at Exchange Place Living
History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in Kingsport, will
be held Saturday, December 1 , from 10 am - 4:00 pm.
Fresh greenery and trees, handcrafted wreaths and
roping, unique folk arts and handcrafts, herbal products and traditional holiday foods will be on sale. The
celebration also features hands on activities for all ages

and demonstrations of hearthside cooking and baking
on the 19th century farmstead. The traditional Yule
Log Ceremony with carol singing around the bonfire
and a cauldron of wassail begins at 4:15 p.m. Admission is free. For more information, call 423-288-6071.
http://exchangeplace.info

Plant ‘Early Bird’ Minor Bulbs Now
By Hugh Conlon: Garden Advisor, Writer, Photographer
www.whatgrowsthere.com

These tiny flowering bulbs are truly
early birds. Fall
planted bulbs
often emerge in
late January and
February in east
Tennessee and
southeast Virginia. Once they are
up and blooming,
frigid temps don’t damage them. They often emerge
during an unseasonable warm period lasting 7-10 days
in the 50's days with little to no snow cover. Most
common choices include snowdrops (Galanthus), winter aconite (Eranthis), glory of the snow (Chionodoxa),
early crocus (Crocus spp.), and grape hyacinths
(Muscari).
Bulbs should be planted in early fall. To create a
showy impact, mass these early flowering beauties in
patches of 10, 25 or more bulbs. Spacing will vary by
which bulbs you purchase. They will thrive in dappled
woodland shade to partial sunlight, tolerate practically
any soil, and seem to live forever. Minor bulbs make
great companions for taller bulbs. Plant some under
deciduous shrubs and trees or in a bed of winter pansies. Over the years minor bulbs are truly special.

Minor bulbs will perennialize and come back every
year.
Mr. Brent Heath, of Brent and Becky's Bulbs in
Gloucester, VA, passes along some varietal recommendations. The winter weather causes the hardy
blooms to last and last in February and March. Try
early flowering crocus like C. ancyrensis 'Golden
Bunch' with tangerine yellow blossoms or the many
color choices of “tommies” (C. tommasinianus).
'Christmas Pearl' grape hyacinths (Muscari armeniacum 'Christmas Pearl') bear 4-6 inch double blue
flowers beginning in late February.
SAPS members can purchase these bulbs and lots
others from Brent and Becky's Bulbs. Under their
“Bloomin’ Bucks” program, 25% of your purchase
price is remitted to SAPS. That’s a great fundraiser for
SAPS....Thank You!

Native Plants for Tennessee
https://tynnativeplants.wordpress.com/

Purple Tassels, Purpletassels, Gattinger Prairie Clover
Dalea gattingeri
Full sun, medium to moderately dry moisture level, sandy
loam soil, neutral to alkaline pH. 3-6 inches height, blooms
late spring into early summer, purple flowers.
Native Region: Primarily limited to western portion of the
Highland Rim and southern portion of the Ridge and Valley
Province.
A perennial herb that is a member of the legume family.
Forms a 3 inch high green carpet, staying green until
November. Native to dry, calcareous (high in calcium
carbonate, i.e. chalky or containing lime), rocky, limestone
glades and barrens (areas where limestone bedrock occurs near
or at the surface, open areas of rock pavement, gravel, flagstone and/or very
shallow soil). Attractive plant requiring a very specific environment. Attracts
butterflies and bees.

Wreath Making Workshop at Exchange Place
Exchange Place Living History Farm, 4812
Orebank Road in Kingsport, will offer a Wreath
Making Workshop on Wednesday, November 28,
from 10 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. With inspiration and guidance from Christy Shivell of Shy Valley Plant Farm,
participants will create a unique evergreen wreath to
take home. All materials - fresh greenery, cones, dried
flowers, wreath form, and wire - will be provided. The
cost is $30 ($25 for SAPS members) and includes all
materials and a soup lunch. These are very popular
classes so don't wait to register. To reserve your place,

mail check, payable to "Exchange Place," to Joy
Moore, P.O. Box 87, Fall Branch, TN 37656. Please
include your phone and/or e-mail for confirmation.
Registration is limited. Registration deadline is November 23. Sorry no cancellations or refunds (though
we will save your materials for you if you have to
cancel.) Proceeds from the workshop go to Exchange
Place’s restoration efforts. For more information call
Joy Moore at 423-348-6572 or e-mail
jnjmoore@embarqmail.com .

Upcoming Changes in the Renewal Process
We are making some changes in the membership process and discount cards for 2019. Memberships will
continue to run from January 1st to December 31st, with a grace period until mid February. The 2018 discount
cards are good through February, 2019, but beginning next year, the discount cards will end in December
instead of February. Also, we are asking that everyone fill out a membership renewal form (below) and submit
it to Charlene or another SAPS leader with your payment of $20. You will be able to renew your membership
at the scheduled meetings. You can also mail your form and payment to Charlene Thomas at 305 Meadowview
Lane, Unicoi, TN 37692. Your continued support makes it possible for us to bring in great speakers and
programs.

Southern Appalachian Plant Society
2019 Membership
Name(s)
Address
Zip
Phone (

)

Email

Preference for The Wheelbarrow

□ digital issue or □ paper copy

Mark X in boxes that apply:

□

I am paying $20 for my annual membership

□

I am further supporting SAPS programs and

□

I am providing a $20 gift membership to the

(member & spouse).
activities with an additional tax-deductible
donation of $
.
person(s) whose membership data is attached
to this form.
TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

Please send your check (payable to SAPS) for the total of your membership, donation, and gifts, along with this form to:
Charlene Thomas, SAPS Membership Chairman
305 Meadowview Lane, Unicoi, TN 37692

