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What's Wrong With My Garden Plants   
Presented by Dr. Alan Windham and Dr. Frank Hale 

UT Plant Pathologist and Entomologist,  

UT Plant Pest Soils Diagnostic Lab, Nashville, TN 

 Thursday, January 21, 2016  

7:00 - 8:30  p.m.   

Food City Store Meeting Room 

920 State of Franklin Rd. (corner of Sunset Drive)  
in Johnson City 

 

These UT experts have over 50 years of combined 
experience assisting nurserymen, greenhouse growers, 
landscapers, and home gardeners across the state. 
They are engaging speakers who also present many out 
of state workshops on plant problems annually. They 
will discuss how to identify common plant pests and 
how to control them. They will also alert us to some of 
the new pests that are threatening plants in Tennessee 
gardens, including providing updates on current land-
scape problems in roses, boxwoods, crape myrtle, and 
others.  

You are encouraged to bring plant samples, including 
photos, of current and past problems from your garden 
for advice from the pros.  

January SAPS Meeting 

Southern Appalachian Plant Society 
2016 Membership 

 
Name(s)               

Address               

             Zip   

Phone (  )         Email        

 

Mark X in boxes that apply: 
 

 □ I am paying $20 for my annual membership 

   (member & spouse).         

 □ I am further supporting SAPS programs and 

   activities with an additional tax-deductible  
   donation of $  .        

 □ I am providing a $20 gift membership to the 

   person(s) whose membership data is attached 
   to this form.          
 
   TOTAL AMOUNT ENCLOSED:       
 

Please send your check  (payable to SAPS) for the total of your membership, donation, and gifts, 
along with this form to: 

Jim Hill 
SAPS Membership Chairman 

4407 Greenspring Circle 
Kingsport, TN 37664 

When making your list of resolutions for the new year  
remember to add "Renew SAPS Membership." 

Accomplishing this resolution offers opportunities to 
increase gardening knowledge, save money on 

plant purchases, take fun trips and enjoy meeting 
with fellow gardeners. 

Fulfilling this resolution is so easy. Simply complete 
and return the below form. 
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Upcoming Events: 

January 30 
27th Annual Winter Garden Seminar.  10 AM.   
Recreation Building on Duck Island,  Warrior's Path 
State Park. Join Justine Cucchiara, Park Manager of 
Seven Islands State Birding Park, for a workshop on 
Wild Yards.  
Winter is a perfect time to plan a habitat that will 
invite wildlife into your own backyard and this 
workshop will help you learn how to do just that. 
YOU have an important role to play in providing 
critical habitat for native plants and animals. Our 
back yards have the potential to provide everything 
wildlife needs to survive and thrive. Making small 
changes to how we manage and maintain our yards 
can have a big impact on wildlife while creating 
more healthy, beautiful places for ourselves and our 
families to enjoy. Please join us for this informative 
session, where you will learn how to convert your 
yard into Certified Wildlife Habitat with the Nation-
al Wildlife Federation!Free and open to all, but 
please pre-register if you plan to attend.  
423-239-6786 or Marty.Silver@tn.gov 

February 4 

Herb Saplings Meeting. 7 pm Exchange Place 

February 18 

SAPS Meeting.  Dr. David Lockwood, UT Extension 
Fruit Specialist.  "Growing Grapes in Tennessee 
Home Gardens" 

Mize Garden Seminars 

Mize Farm and Garden in Gray has announced its 
2016 winter seminar schedule.  
All seminars begin at 10:30 am. Free, but please 
call 423-467-2300 to reserve a spot. 
 January 16 Herbs with Master Gardener  

Jeanne Cope 

 January 23 Seed Starting and Propagation with 
Mimi Hale, Master Gardener Intern 

 February 6 Fruit Trees with John Hamrick,  
UT Extension 

 February 13  Vegetable Gardening with  
Master Gardener Phil Ramey 

 February 27 Raised Beds with Marty Litz 

 March 5 Attracting Birds, Bees and Butterflies 
with Master Gardener Charlene Thomas 

 March 12 Honeybees with John Hamrick,  
UT Extension 

Amaryllis is a tropical bulb 
that blooms indoors usually 
in winter (USDA hardiness zones 
9-11). It is one of the easiest flow-
ering plants to grow. Everything 
you need to enjoy a bouquet of 
big, beautiful flowers is inside the 
bulb. Simply plant the pre-chilled 
bulb in a container and add water. 

There are many varieties to 
choose. Purchase large size bulb 
(over 30 cm) that produce more 
bloom stalks and greater numbers of flowers. Local 
garden centers stock bulbs starting in early fall and 
offer some already potted. Amaryllis bulbs should be 
planted immediately or can be stored over several 
months in a cool (40-50°F) dark dry place prior to  
potting.   

Select a pot with a wide base, large enough to  
accommodate the new bulb. Fill the bottom of the 
container with soilless growing media and set the bulb 
on top. Finish filling and packing the soil-less media 
within 1 inch of the top. Leave the shoulders and neck 
of the bulb exposed. Thoroughly water the potting me-
dia to settle the bulb. The newly purchased bulb has 
been pre-chilled and is ready to sprout within 3-4 
weeks. Place the pot in a cool (60-70°F) location and 
in bright light indoors or one-half day morning  sun-
light outdoors. 

Continue to water as needed after shoots and  
flower buds have emerged. Overwatering will cause 
amaryllis bulb rot. The large flowers may become top 

heavy; stake the flower stalk if 
necessary to  support  the  floral  
stalk. Blooms last longer if you 
can keep them away from direct  
sunlight and dry heat. As the indi-
vidual flowers fade, snip them off 
with a sharp knife. Eventually, cut 
back the entire bloom stalk to 
about an inch above the 
bulb.  Bloom stalks can provide 
striking long lasting cut flowers. .  

Bulb will grow in the same pot 
and bloom again for several years. When spring frost 
is over, move amaryllis outdoors to ½ day of morning 
sunlight and protect from drying winds. Continue to 
water and feed monthly with a water soluble fertiliz-
er from spring to early fall. Bring the pot back indoors 
when night temperatures fall below 40°F.  

Every 3-4 years in late summer, divide and repot 
your amaryllis bulbs that have become crowded and 
pot bound. Stop watering and allow 2-3 months for 
chilling temps and very low light. The old leaves will 
dry up and the bulb is dormant. Store the potted 
dormant bulb(s) in a cool (40°F minimum) garage or 
storage area. 

Amaryllis bulbs make great holiday gifts to garden 
friends. SAPS favorite bulb emporium - Brent and 
Becky’s Bulbs in Gloucester, VA, can ship bulbs 
within a few days. They list many colorful varieties in 
their on-line catalog. Remember that 25% of your pur-
chase price comes back to support SAPS activities. 

Growing Amaryllis 
By Hugh Conlon 

Here is wishing you and yours a Happy New Year.   
Each new gardening season gives us a chance to learn 
something new, try something new and renew our joy of 
gardening.   Here, in NE Tennessee we are fortunate to be 
able enjoy some gardening outdoors as well as pouring 
over seed catalogues and maybe a new book or website 
related to gardening.   

As weather permits, cut back Liriope ground cover 
and ornamental grasses before new growth begins. Liri-
ope can be cut back with a line trimmer. Use sharp shears 
for ornamental grasses. 

About mid-month, start seeds for cool-season  
vegetables such as celery, broccoli, onions and leeks in  
order to have plants ready for moving outside around the 
beginning of March.  Leeks and onions grow well in a  
sunny windowsill. For celery you will probably need  
supplemental lighting, unless you have a greenhouse.  
You don’t need expensive grow lights.  I use full spec-
trum or daylight 48” fluorescent tubes in a “shop light” 
fixture on a timer. 

Brush snow off of shrubs, but let ice melt naturally to 
avoid damaging limbs and foliage. Schedule a tree service 
to prune large trees. Do this while the tree is still dormant, 
because it has energy stockpiled in its tissues, which 
means it can endure the shock of pruning best during the 
winter. 

During winter, birds are in need of both food and  
water. The tradeoff for your efforts will be a host of  
feathered friends bringing color and life to your  
garden. Set up feeders in areas where the birds will feel 
safe, such as near the branches of a tree or a large shrub. 

Keep your feeders filled, especially in late winter and 
early spring when natural food sources are low. 

Black oiled sunflower seeds are an all-around  
favorite that appeal to a wide variety of seed-eating birds. 
If shells and hulls under the feeder is a problem, try some 
of the “waste free” seed blends. Fruit slices, raisins and 
breadcrumbs are tasty additions to a bird’s diet, but the 
pieces need to be small for easy digestion. 

Birds need water to drink and to keep their  
feathers clean. Bird baths should be shallow with a rough 
surface for the birds to stand on. Place the bath at least 4 
to 5 feet away from feeders to prevent  
droppings and seed debris from contaminating the  
water. It is also a good idea to put the bath near a low 
hanging branch so birds can easily escape predators. 

Enjoy those seed catalogues and I hope to see you  
January 21st at our meeting.  Please note the new  
venue. 

Across the President’s Desk 
By Earl Hockin 

The Spring and Summer educational program for  
UT Gardens, Knoxville is now online. Check out our 
new offerings such as: Vegetable Gardening for  
Beginners Series, Natural Dye Symposium, Docent 
program, summer camps and much more.  
Visit  https://utgardens.wildapricot.org/  to view and 
register for a variety of programs. Classes count to-
wards Master Gardener continuing education  
requirements. If you have any specific questions, 
contact Derrick Stowell at  865-974-7151 or   
dstowell@utk.edu. 

New Gardening Classes  
scheduled for UT Gardens, 
Knoxville 


