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Dr.  David Michener 

Associate Curator at the University of Michigan  

Matthaei Botanical Gardens  

and Nichols Arboretum  
will present 2 special gardening lectures 

Thursday, September 18 

Johnson City Power Board Auditorium 

2600 Boones Creek Road (Hwy 354), 

Johnson City, TN  

(Park in the rear of the building.) 

4:00 PM - Peonies - Free for SAPS mem-

bers; $5.00 for nonmembers. Program  

description: Herbaceous peonies have been beloved garden flowers for 

generations - and were all the rage just over a century ago in American gar-

dens. Find out what was treasured in "new" peonies from the 1830s 

through the 1940s as we visually explore the largest remaining heritage 

peony collection in North America. Even if you don't grow peonies at pre-

sent, you'll find the human stories and photographs in the quest for beauty 

memorable. And if you catch the peony bug - the next National meeting is 

in Louisville this coming May. See you there! 

7:00 PM - Gardens of the World - Free for everyone. Program descrip-

tion:  Every culture revels in gardens - and has since the dawn of civiliza-

tion. Yet cultures differ - even over time - as to what is beautiful and mean-

ingful. Today's gardens were selected not only for their stunning beauty, 

but for their range of emotional experiences. Some have very restricted ac-

cess and are little known in the USA. Perhaps you'll take home some new 

ideas from some of the scenes for your own garden (yes, you'll have to sub-

stitute some plants for ones hardy in your site), and add some destinations 

to your life 'bucket list'. 

September SAPS Meeting 

Brent and Becky's Bulbs Bloomin' Bucks  

If you're looking for bulbs this fall, please remember that SAPS participates in Brent and Becky's Bulbs' 

Bloomin' Bucks fundraising program.  Brent and Becky's great high quality bulbs - both heirloom varieties and the 

newest introductions - are often featured in gardening magazines (Fine Gardening, Horticulture, Martha Stewart 

Living, Southern Living, etc.), and their bulbs grace such sites as the New York Botanical Garden.  Our February 

2013 speaker, Jason Reeves, mentioned Brent and Becky's as a source for some of his favorite shade companions, 

including Crocus tomasina tommasinianus 'Lilac Beauty' and Galanthus.  

To order, just go to http://www.bloominbucks.com (note: no "g" in "bloomin'") and select Southern Appala-

chian Plant Society (SAPS) from the pull down menu as the non-profit organization you want to support.  You will 

automatically be taken to the Brent and Becky's Bulbs web site where you make your selections.  Your order is 

processed normally and there are no restrictions as to minimum or maximum quantities.  And 25% of your sales 

will be donated back to SAPS to help us continue to bring in wonderful speakers!  It's easy! As long as you click 

SAPS on the Bloomin' Buck website we're credited with the sale. If you would rather call or mail in your order, you 

simply tell them you'd like to support SAPS when you order, or you may write in "SAPS" at the bottom of the or-

der form in the catalog.  But you must remember to tell them for SAPS to get credit!  Friends and family can order 

too.  Each order, no matter how small, helps SAPS. Thanks for your support!  
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September Events: 
September 4 

Herb Saplings "Building an Herb Box 101" with Bill 

Grigsby at 7 pm at Exchange Place. At this hands on 

meeting we will build 2'x 6"x 6" wooden planters from 

untreated pine. (Bill says untreated pine is better quality 

wood than pressure treated, but it will need to be sealed 

to extend its life.)  Materials fee is $9. To register for this 

workshop, contact Lizblakely@yahoo.com by September 

1. Folks can attend without a reservation if they don't 

wish to make a box. Everyone is invited to divide some 

herbs and bring them to share to fill our boxes. Bring an 

herb snack to share if you can.  

September 5 and 6 

Organic Growers School Harvest Conference at Warren 

Wilson College in Swannanoa, North Carolina will focus 

on the fall growing season, harvesting, canning, growing, 

gardening, energy, cooking and more…all organically of 

course. For Backyard & Urban Growers, Homestead-

ers & Gardeners of all stripes. http://

organicgrowersschool.org/events/harvest-conference/

overview/ 

September 5-7  

52nd Annual Fall Roan Mountain Naturalists' Rally.  Lo-

cal naturalists will lead bird, tree, wildflower, mushroom, 

butterfly walks. Special programs on Friday and Saturday 

evenings including  For more info contact Gary Barrigar 

at gbarrigar@friendsofroanmtn.org or 423-543-

7576.  http://www.friendsofroanmtn.org/ 

September 12-13, 2014 
8th annual Heritage Harvest Festival, at Monticello in 

Charlottesville, VA.  Celebrate the harvest and the legacy 

of revolutionary gardener Thomas Jefferson. Taste heir-

loom fruits and vegetables and learn about organic gar-

dening and seed-saving at this fun, family-friendly festi-

val held on the breathtaking West Lawn of Jefferson’s 

Monticello. Workshops, hands-on demonstrations, and a 

variety of tours and exhibits.   

http://heritageharvestfestival.com  

September 27-28 
42nd annual Fall Folk Arts Festival. Exchange Place  

Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road, Kingsport. 

Saturday 10 am to 5 pm and Sunday 12 noon to 5 

pm.  Harvest time activities on an 1850s farm, pioneer 

arts and crafts, ol timey foods, music, children's  

activities.  Artisans will demonstrate and sell a wide array 

of traditional folk arts, and the Harvest Market will  

feature plants, autumn produce and seasonal crafts.  

$3 for adults, under 12 free. 423-288-6071.   

http://exchangeplace.info  

Oct 11 - Plant Swap and Silent Auction 

Start planning now for the annual Plant Swap and 

Silent Auction to be held Saturday October 11th, 

11:00am to 1:30pm at Rotary Park in Johnson City.  Our 

event features many choices of seeds, herbs, perennials, 

shrubs and trees and even garden art, books, containers, 

etc. that members bring to share and is highlighted by a 

delicious pot luck lunch. The silent auction offers a 

chance to bid, in $1.00  increments on some of the rarer 

or more spectacular plants which other members have 

shared.  

An added feature this year will be a live auction of 

some very delightful garden related objects  including 

some statuary.  

Besides a chance to share some of your plants or get 

some new ones you get to share lunch with  fellow  

gardeners.   Before swapping plants we sit down to a  

potluck lunch.  Bring a dish to share, bring it in a crock 

pot, make a garden salad, make your favorite side dish or 

dessert.  Bring along a serving utensil. SAPS will provide 

drinks, ice, coffee, cutlery and dishware. 

October 11 - American Chestnut Restoration Program, 

2:00-6:00 p.m., Glenn C. Price Research Laboratory in 

Meadowview, VA. On Saturday, October 11, 2014 from 

2:00-6:00 p.m. the Southwest Virginia Branch of the 

American Chestnut Foundation© (TACF, www.acf.org) 

will celebrate the 25th Anniversary of the American 

chestnut restoration program at the Glenn C. Price Re-

search Farm, 29010 Hawthorne Drive, Meadowview, VA 

24361. This free event is an opportunity for families to 

learn about the restoration of the American chestnut, and 

enjoy an afternoon of food, live music, and fun.  

Saturday, October 11 and Sunday, October 12 
Carolina Bonsai Expo. NC Arboretum, Asheville. fea-

tures the juried work of bonsai enthusiasts from bonsai 

clubs in a six-state region of the United States. Free edu-

cational programming, workshops, a bonsai marketplace 

featuring plants, pots, tools and books for sale, ikebana 

displays and a live auction of bonsai and bonsai-related 

items. For more information, call (828) 665-2492 or visit 

www.ncarboretum.org.  

Saturday, October 18 and Sunday, October 19 
North Carolina Chrysanthemum Society Annual 

Show.  The popular annual judged show showcases hun-

dreds of chrysanthemum blooms in vibrant and varied 

colors. The exhibits will be judged by Accredited Na-

tional Chrysanthemum judges and strict NCS standards 

and highlights the exceptional variety in size, shape and 

color of these popular fall flowers.  For more informa-

tion, call (828) 665-2492 or visit www.ncarboretum.org.  

October Events: Tomato Fest Results 

Best Tasting Categories  
Red or Pink  

First place: German Johnson Bobby Britton, Rogersville  

Second place: ( 3 way tie )  

Brandywine Church Hill Senior Center Garden  

Big Momma Nancy Scott, Dennis Marshall ( both Kingsport)  

Brandy Boy Dennis Marshall  

Third place: Oxheart Church Hill Senior Center Garden  
Yellow or Orange  

First Place: Ole Yeller Dennis Marshall  

Second Place: Lemon Boy Nancy Scott, Dennis Marshall  

Third Place: 40 year yellow Church Hill Senior Center Garden  

Multi-color  

First Place: Mr. Stripey Celia Cox, Bobby Britton  

Second Place: Pineapple Nancy Scott  

Other  

First Place: Cherokee Purple Church Hill Senior Center Garden  

Second Place: Orange Strawberry Nancy Scott  

Third Place: Great White Bobby Britton  

Biggest Tomato  
First place: Oxheart (3.3 lbs) I.G. Osborne, Blountville  

Second Place: Peruvian (3.0 lbs) Richard Goodwin, Blountville  

Third Place (tie): Big Zac ( both 2.1 lbs )  

Michael Fields , Fall Branch  

Carl Rhea, Cleveland, VA  

Prettiest tomato  
First Place: Empire Luther Kite, Rogersville  

Second Place: Mountain Fresh Ken Saylor, Jonesborough  

Third Place: Mountain Fresh Michaela Slagle, Jonesborough  

Ugliest tomato  
First Place: Giant Tree Tomato Wayne Spivey, Kingsport  

Second Place: Cherokee Purple Jim LaFollette, Church Hill  

Third Place: Mr. Stripey Bert Redman, Piney Flats  

Most bizarre: 
First Place: Mr. Stripey Bert Redman, Piney Flats  

Second Place: Brandywine Celia Cox, Kingsport  


