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Rebecca Millhorn Garden 
Tuesday June 6  5:30 – 8:00 p.m. 

200 Allison Court, Piney Flats (parking along subdivision) 
Becky is a renowned landscape designer and interior designer in the 

area. SAPS members are making a return visit to this beautiful garden 
which has changed and evolved since our visit. Becky is a plants woman 
and you will get many ideas of design concepts that you will want to add to 
your own garden. This is a year-round green wonderland with all kinds of 
flowering and foliage plants, including several that bloom in winter. Hus-
band Jack Baumgardner is a beekeeper and claims to produce the best  
honey in East Tennessee. The woodland garden is broken up into walking 
trails and is illuminated at night. 

Additionally, you can visit her interior design workshop for interior 
design suggestions.  She honors the SAPS discount for her interior design 
work. 

Johnson County, TN Vocational - Technical School 
Hydroponics Program 
SAPS Unusual Garden Tour  

Tuesday, June 20, 10:00 a.m. Mountain City, TN 
SAPS has arranged an unusual garden tour - a tour of the Johnson 

County, TN, Vocational-Technical School Hydroponics program which is 
the only such program in the state of Tennessee.  

We encourage you to make your own carpool arrangements. 
Mr. Brian Arnold, the instructor will lead the tour.  Please plan to ar-

rive by 10:00 a.m.   
While there you will see the use of hydroponics to raise tilapia, Koi, 

ornamental catfish and gold fish.  They also raise water lettuce and water 
reeds for ponds.  You will also see hydroponic lettuce being grown for sale 
to restaurants and the school system as well as the public.  We may see the 
hydroponic strawberries they are starting. 
The address is: 

Johnson County Vocational School 
348 Fairground Hill Lane 
Mountain City, TN 37683 

Please let Jane Mullins know if you plan to go in order that Mr. Arnold 
is prepared for the group. Call or text 423-737-7915 or email ajt-
mul35@yahoo.com 

More on page 2 

SAPS Summer Garden Tours  

Mark Your Calendar 
Homegrown Tomato Fest 

is August 12!  

Each August SAPS sponsors Homegrown  
Tomato Fest to extol the virtues of this juicy red fruit. 
The Thirteenth Annual Homegrown Tomato Fest will 
take place Saturday, August 12, 2017, from 8-11 a.m. 
at the Kingsport Farmers' Market, Center Street & 
Clinchfield Street in Kingsport and will feature toma-
to contests, free tomato tasting, cooking demonstra-
tions, and more. So get started growing your tomatoes and plan to enter them to in contests for Best Tasting,  
Biggest, Prettiest, Ugliest, Most Bizarre and/or Best Dressed. Make your favorite salsa recipe to enter in the Best 
Salsa Contest. Volunteer to help on this fun morning with fellow SAPS members.  

Volunteers are needed to help slice tomatoes, staff the salsa booth, coordinate children's activities, etc. If you 
can help contact Dennis Marshall, Tomato Fest Chairman, at 423-288-3675 or dmarshall@chartertn.net. For 
Master Gardeners your time counts for your volunteer hours. 
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Now – October 29  
Winged Wonders: Step into the World of Butterflies. NC 
Arboretum, Asheville. Indoor butterfly exhibit featuring a 
chrysalis-rearing chamber and a walk-through butterfly 
house where visitors can meet a whole host of local butter-
fly species, including monarchs, swallowtails and more. 
http://www.ncarboretum.org/event/winged-wonders-step-
world-butterflies/2017-06-02/ 

May 28 - 29, 2016 
Garden Jubilee.  9 am - 6 pm. Historic Downtown  
Hendersonville, NC. http://
www.historichendersonville.com/garden_jubilee.htm 

June 2-5 
Medicines from the Earth Herb Symposium.  
Black Mountain, NC. https://www.botanicalmedicine.org/
medicines-earth-herb-symposium-2017/ 

June 3 
Jonesborough Garden Gala. 10 am - 2:30 pm.  
Tour eleven gardens this year. Enjoy the fabulous Tea and 
the Garden Marketplace with a variety of garden-oriented 
vendors.  

The 2017 theme is Learning in the Garden. There will 
be ongoing demonstrations in the gardens of gardening ac-
tivities including A Gathering Garden, French Double  
Digging, Farmers Market Ready, Composting 101, Fairy 
Gardens Made by Found Objects, Building Garden Steps, 
Garden Rooms, Chickens in the Garden, What If A Creek 
Runs Through Your Garden? 

Tuesday Garden Club and the Schubert Club invite 
SAPS members to share your time and talent as volunteers 
in the gardens, greeting visitors and answering questions. 
When you volunteer for a two hour shift in a garden, you 
receive complimentary admission to the Gala and Tea;  
volunteers are asked to pick up your swatch and program at 
Visitors’ Center. To volunteer contact Pam Pope  423-571-
7673, pamelapope@gmail.com 

June 8  
Herb Saplings meeting. 7 pm at Exchange Place. Fairy 
Gardens. Roy Odom, who holds a B.S. in Ornamental  
Horticulture/Landscape and is a Kingsport Times News 
gardening columnist, will talk about these fun and easy to 
create miniature landscapes. Bring an herb snack to share  
if you have time. 

June 10 
Hardy Succulents for East TN. UT Gardens, Knoxville. 10 
am - noon. From sempervivums to sedums and ice plants to 
agaves, there are a multitude of colorful, versatile and frost 
hardy succulents perfect for our local climate. UT Gardens 
horticulturist Alexandria Smith will lead this interactive 
workshop offering growing instructions, design ideas and a 
starter pack of four outstanding succulent varieties to add 
to your home collection. Cost: $25/Garden members, $35/
non-members. Pre-registration required. https://
ag.tennessee.edu/utg/Lists/Calendar%20of%20Events/
DispForm.aspx?ID=45 

June 17  
19th Annual Lavender Festival. Oak Ridge, TN. 8 a.m.-  
3 p.m. Celebrates health, herbs and the environment.  
Activities for children, artisan vendors with everything 

from homemade jam to fine art, live music, free cooking 
demonstrations and educational presentations throughout 
the day. Tennessee Wine Tasting - 11 am to 3 pm.  

June 17-18  
Roan Mountain Rhododendron Festival. 10 am - 5 pm.  
Explore the world's largest Catawba rhododendron garden 
atop Roan Mountain. At the foot of the mountain the festi-
val features crafters, folk-way demonstrators, musicians, 
food. www.roanmountain.com/festival.htm 

June 24, 2017 
8th annual Dragonfly Day. 8:30 AM to 4:00 PM Warriors' 
Path State Park. Spend a day out in the parks wetlands 
learning the lore of our native dragonflies and damselflies. 
Guest leaders Larry Everett, TDEC Aquatic Biologist, and 
Don Holt, Teacher-Naturalist at Steele Creek Park, will 
share their knowledge about these fascinating insects. Free, 
but pre-registration required. 423-239-6786. http://
tnstateparks.com/parks/event_details/warriors-path/#/?
event=dragonfly-day--8th-annual 

July 16 
Hamlett- Dobson Farm Fest. 2-5 pm. Exchange Place  
Living History Farm. 

July 19-22 
34th Annual Cullowhee Native Plant Conference. Western 
Carolina University, Cullowhee, NC. http://www.wcu.edu/
engage/community-resources/conferences-and-community-
classes/the-cullowhee-native-plant-conference/ 

July 21-23  
Wild Herb Weekend, Valle Crusis, NC. Whether you grow 
herbs for a hobby, use herbs for healing, or want to start a 
commercial herb operation, you will find many interesting 
sessions, hands-on workshops and plant walks to partici-
pate in! Wild food feast. http://www.ncherbassociation.org/
wild-herb-weekend-info 

July 28-29 
Xtreme Roan Adventures - Kids Naturalists' Rally. Roan 
Mountain State Park. http://xtremeroanadventures.org/ 
 
 
 

Hamlett-Dobson Farm Fest will provide old-fashioned 
family fun on Sunday, July 16, from 2-5 p.m. at Exchange 
Place Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in King-
sport. Farm Fest celebrates the pleasures of country life as 
visitors step back into the nineteenth century and enjoy 
fresh summer food like watermelon and corn on the cob, 
join in activities from bygone days like sack races, hay 
rides, and cakewalks. Listen to music on traditional instru-
ments, pet the farm animals, and try your hand at old time 
crafts and farm chores. Free. A shuttle bus will run from 
Mountain View United Methodist Church to Exchange 
Place from 1:45 to 5:30 p.m. to ease parking congestion. 
This is a fun, family oriented community event and we  
always need volunteers to help with garden related activi-
ties. For Master Gardeners your time counts as volunteer 
hours. For more info or to volunteer: 423-348-6572 or 
jnjmoore@embarqmail.com. 

Upcoming Events: More Garden Tours 

Native Plants for Tennessee 
http://tynnativeplants.wordpress.com/ 

Hamlett-Dobson Farm Fest 

Continued from Page 1 

Earl and Carol’s Garden 
Tuesday, June 27, 5:30 - 8:00 pm  
1001 Laurelwood Dr, Kingsport 

(Park on grassy area across from the house.) 
Moving into a new home June 2015 presented an 

opportunity and challenge to turn a Bermuda grass  
infested backyard “lawn” into a garden.   We have  
combined landscaping, perennials and trees with 3 
raised beds for vegetables to transform the yard.  
Although relatively small this yard has a variety of 
habitats ranging from full sun to full shade that has 
challenged us to develop very distinct areas.  
 

Thomas Hollow Nursery    
The tour will begin at 10 am on Tuesday, July 18.  

Please be prompt. 
10547 Oak Grove Rd, Bristol VA   

(NB:  when putting the address into a GPS be sure to 
enter Oak Grove as two separate words otherwise you 
will definitely get lost and end up very far away) 

This nursery specializes in trees and shrubs 
which they generally raise from small starter plants.  
They sell both young and more mature sized trees 
and shrubs.  They also carry a number of perennials.  
They carry unusual cultivars as well as the common-
ly available ones.   

This visit will take the form of a guided tour.  
The processes of the nursery business will be ex-
plained to deepen your understanding of the time, 
effort and knowledge required to bring a sapling to 
marketable size.  Additionally, the guide will ex-
plain why they favor certain cultivars.  There will be 
lots of opportunities to ask questions and browse 
after the guided portion of the tour. 

Passion-flower, Maypop 
Passiflora incarnata 

Full to part sun; medium to 
moderately dry moisture lev-
el; prefers fertile, well-
drained soil but tolerates clay 
and sandy soils; moderately 
acid to neutral pH. 6-8 feet 
height by 3-6 feet width; 
blooms June through August; 
lavender flowers; yellow, 2 
inch, egg-shaped fruit. 

Growth Rate:  Rapid 

Maintenance:  No serious insect or disease prob-
lems.  Roots can spread aggressively.  To control spread, 
remove suckers regularly.  Emerges fairly late in spring 
after all danger of frost is over so don’t get discouraged if 
it appears to have not made it through winter. 

Propagation:  Seed germination is sporadic over a 
long period, as much as 2 years.  Cuttings and division 
are more predictable than seed propagation.  Can use root 
suckers to propagate by division in early fall–remove and 
separate with a shovel, transplant and water immediately. 

Native Region:  Statewide 

Attractive vine with unusual, showy flowers with a 
tropical look.  Designated the Tennessee state wildflow-
er.  This is a perennial herbaceous vine that dies back to 
the ground each winter. Prefers moist soil but highly 
drought tolerant once established. Requires direct sun-
light for at least 1/2 day, and plants color their best when 
climbing in sun. Climbs by tendrils from the leaf ax-
ils.  Grows without care in a wide variety of places and 
well equipped for difficult ascents.  Can be used on trel-
lises, arbors, walls or fences or can be left to scramble 
across the ground. The name Maypop comes from the 
hollow, yellow fruits that pop loudly when crushed.  Alt-
hough fruit is edible, it is not very tasty. It can be cooked 
into juice or jelly.  Leaves turn a brilliant crimson or 
cherry red in fall.  Attracts butterflies and bees; is an im-
portant larval food source for Gulf Fritillary and Varie-
gated Fritillary butterflies. 

Classes will run Sept 5-Oct 31 on Tuesdays and 
Thursdays from 9am-12 noon. The classes with be 
held at the Ron Ramsey Regional Agricultural Cen-
ter 140 Spurgeon Lane Blountville TN. The cost of 
the class is $175.00 with partial scholarships availa-
ble. Registration deadline is August 15. Any ques-
tions please call Chris Ramsey at (423) 574-1919.  

Master Gardener 
Classes Scheduled 

Bloomin' Bucks 

If you've been craving Dahlias, Colocasias,  
Lilies, Gladioli, Caladiums, Crocosmia, Lycoris, 
Alstroemeria, or other summer blooming bulbs, 
check out Brent and Becky's large selection of fine 
quality summer bulbs and support SAPS at the 
same time. Plus you can also order Fall Planted 
Bulbs now for best selection. They will be delivered 
at planting time. 

Go to http://www.bloominbucks.com, and 
choose Southern Appalachian Plant Society (SAPS) 
from the pull down menu, agree to the terms, then 
off you go buying bulbs to beautify your garden, 
while SAPS receives 25% of the bulb total! Also, 
on your digital receipt, you will see the total you 
helped SAPS earn, which you can then use for tax 
purposes! 
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