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Trialed and Trusted Plants, Distinctly Southern   
Buddy Lee  

Nationally known plant breeder and Encore Azalea inventor  

Thursday, May 18, at 7 pm  

Johnson City Power Board Auditorium   

2600 Boones Creek Road, Johnson City, TN   

Buddy Lee will introduce us to the 
newest plant innovations from the 

Southern Living Plant Collection, 
beautiful plants developed in partner-
ship with the editors of Southern  
Living. Selected specifically for our 
southern climate, they are durable, 

bloom bigger and longer and offer  
foliage as stunning and healthy as the 
blooms. Buddy will share proper 
placement, planting and care tips, plus where to find easy garden 
plans, to ensure your gardening success. 

The inventor of Encore® Azalea, the world’s best-selling  
reblooming azalea, Buddy Lee, has more than 30 years’ experi-
ence in nursery management, breeding, propagation, and new 
plant development. He currently serves as Director of Plant  
Innovations for Plant Development Services, the introducers of 

Encore Azalea, the Southern Living® Plant Collection, and the 
new Sunset Western Garden Collection. Buddy has been active 
in numerous horticultural groups and presently is serving as 
board member of IPPS-SR (International Plant Propagators  
Society – Southern Region) and of the Louisiana Nursery and 

Landscape Association. He is past president of The Azalea  
Society of America.  

May SAPS Meeting 

Watch Out for Invasive Plant Pests 

Could it be that the mild winter turned interest to  
gardening earlier this year? True or not, SAPS membership 
is off to a good start this year. During the First Quarter we 
added the following first-time new members: 

Lewis Bausell, Linda & Philip Hopkins, Jim Price, 
Michelle Bouton, Maurice & Nancy Jackson, Patrick 
Walding, Lois Bronson,  Linda & Steve Lane, John &  
Ursula Wagner, Amber & Ron Davis, Nancy Okes,  Nancy 
Weaver,  Judith Gilbert, Kay Parker,  Donna Wilson, Paula 
& Frank Green,  Natalie Pickett. Please seek out and  
welcome them at  your next SAPS meeting. 

Also welcome back these members returning after 
short sabbaticals: Micheal Christian, Bill & Jerri Grigsby,   
Madeline Mowery, Sarah Fleenor,  Jamie Herman,  John & 
Linda Neth, Sharon Good,  Jean Lusardi,  Gail Shaver. 

Welcome New Members 

As you purchase plants this spring, make sure you are 
not purchasing a pest that can get out of control in your gar-
den and become a threat to our natural areas. Also when 
you are out in your yard be aware of new invasives that are 
entering our area and remove them immediately. (Some of 
us are noticing garlic mustard in our area for the first time.)   

Tennessee Invasive Plant Council is the new name for 
the Tennessee Exotic Pest Plant Council. They have a new 
website with resources including an invasive plant infor-
mation database and native plant landscaping brochures. 
See http://www.tnipc.org/ for help in identifying invasives 
and finding native plant alternatives. 
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May 5-6, 2017  
Annual Spring Plant Sale. Botanical Gardens at 
Asheville. Native plants propagated by the horticul-
tural staff as well as plants, shrubs and trees from 
regional nurseries. 828-252-5190. 
www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.or  

May 5 - May 7, 2017  
28th Asheville Herb Festival. Western NC Farmers 
Market, Asheville, NC. Largest herb festival in the 
Southeast. 828-253-1691 

May 6 
Big Spring Master Gardener Association Plant 
Sale. 7am - 1pm. Greene County Fairgrounds,123 
Fairgrounds Circle in Greeneville. Heirloom toma-
toes and herbs, and other unique plants grown by 
BSMGA. 423-798-1710 or www.bsmga.com   

May 6 
6th Annual Plant Sale. 9 am - 3pm. Visitor Center 
parking lot, Natural Tunnel State Park, 1420 Natural 
Tunnel Pkwy., Duffield, VA. Scott County Master 
Gardeners will be on hand with information on how 
to select plants and to answer questions. Vegetables, 
herbs and flowers.  276-940-2674.  http://
www.dcr.virginia.gov/state-parks/natural-tunnel 

May 6-7 
Mother Earth News Fair. Western North Carolina 
Agricultural Center, Fletcher, N.C. More than 150 
workshops from the leading authorities on organic 
gardening, food preservation, homesteading and 
livestock, green building, and natural health.  
Demos. 200 regional and national exhibitors that 
feature sustainable products and services. http://
www.motherearthnewsfair.com/ 

May 8  
Laura Dowling, Chief Floral Designer at the White 
House from 2009 until 2015, will discuss her new 
book Floral Diplomacy at the White House on  
Monday, May 8, at 7 pm at the Johnson City Power 
Board. As creative director for flowers and décor, 
Dowling oversaw more than 2000 White House  
floral design and installations. Leveraging her belief 
that flowers telegraph distinct diplomatic messages, 
Dowling created innovative floral designs, flower 
arrangements and installations for a wide array 
White House events including state and congres-
sional dinners, holiday celebrations, and floral décor 
in the Obamas' private residence. Laura is known 
for her contemporary and romantic style of flower 
arrangement featuring a free interplay between 
flowers, floral boughs and branches, berried twigs 
and leafy vines, combined with more formally  
designed bouquets. This presentation is free and 

open to the public. Her book will be for sale at the 
event.  

May 9-13 
Wilderness Wildlife Week.  Pigeon Forge, TN.  
Guided hikes, classes, history, art and music with 
dozens of regional experts. Free. 865-429 7350.  
http://www.pigeonforge.com/event/wilderness-
wildlife-week-2017.  

May 11 
Herb Saplings Meeting. Join us for an herb walk in 
the garden at Ravenswood, the home of Dr. Reid 
Blackwelder and L. 'Alex' Alexander. Reid and 
Alex have been growing and using herbs, both wild 
and cultivated for many years. We'll meet at  
Exchange Place at 6:30 PM and carpool to the near-
by garden. After the tour we'll return to Exchange 
Place for snacks. 

May 18  
SAPS Meeting. New Southern Living Plant  
Introductions. Buddy Lee, Nationally known plant 
breeder and Encore Azalea inventor. 7 pm. Johnson 
City Power Board. 

May 20 
Native Plant Symposium and Plant Sale. 8:00 a.m. - 
3:00 p.m. UT Gardens, Knoxville. Room 156/157 
Plant Biotech Building E. J. Chapman Dr. Join UT 
Gardens and regional native plant experts to explore 
how native plants can not only enhance our land-
scape but also increase biodiversity and improve our 
environment. Margie Hunter, author of Gardening 
with Native Plants will give us a chance to learn 
how to garden with native plants of Tennessee.  
Participants will also explore how native plants  
support pollinators and learn about native orchids 
and how to grow them in your landscape. $60 UT 
Gardens members; $80 nonmembers. Native Plant 
Sale open to symposium attendees: 3:00-3:45 p.m, 
open to the public: 3:45-6:00 p.m. https://
ag.tennessee.edu/utg/Pages/Native-Plant-
Symposium.aspx 

June 3 
Jonesborough Garden Gala. 10 am - 2:30 pm.  

June 8   
Herb Saplings meeting 7 pm at Exchange Place. 
Fairy Gardens with Roy Odom, who holds a B.S. in 
Ornamental Horticulture/Landscape and is a King-
sport Times News gardening columnist, will talk 
about creating this latest gardening craze. Whether 
made into a terrarium or in an open container such 
as a clay pot or even a tea cup, these miniature land-
scapes are fun and easy to create.  

Across the President’s Desk 
By Earl Hockin 

Why do you garden?    
I have been spending many hours gardening over the 

last few weeks and have asked myself, why  do this?  I have 
realized that I do it for many reasons.  I spent quite a bit of 
time in February and March starting flower and vegetable 
seeds.   I start my own so that I can try varieties not availa-
ble locally, perhaps because they are new introductions, 
varieties not well known in this community, or because they 
are rare.  For example this year in the vegetable garden at 
Exchange Place we are growing Carolina African Runner 
Peanut.  This variety was brought to the US in the 1600s by 
West African slaves. This is the original American  
peanut! It was thought to be extinct since the 1930s, until 
Dr. David Shields tracked down a small sample in NC State 
University’s seed archives. From a 2013 planting of 20 
seeds, Brian Ward of Clemson’s Coastal Research and  
Education Center has been building up the population. The 
seller limits sales to only two packets per customer as there 
are still so few seeds available. 

Another reason I garden is for the benefits of exercise 
and sunshine.  The many health benefits of gardening are 
well documented.  These include, but are not limited to, 
increased flexibility, increased bone density, increased 
strength, increased strength of the immune system, and  
improved mental outlook. 

I garden because I get great satisfaction from eating 
vegetables and fruits I have raised myself.  I know that they 
are truly organically grown.  And their taste is incomparable 
to those mass produced using chemical fertilizers and kept 
in storage for days or longer.  Nothing tastes better than a 
ripe strawberry warmed by the sun, picked fresh and 
popped into one’s mouth.   Fresh picked home grown  
tomatoes are so much better than store bought.   

There is great joy watching as prized perennials that 
have been dormant over winter emerge from the ground 
with their fresh green color in early spring confirming that 
the cycles of the seasons are continuing. 

I have even learned to find joy and a sense of satisfac-
tion pulling weeds knowing that nutrients in the ground will 
be used by my chosen plantings rather than those invaders 
of my garden. 

I also enjoy the friendships that I have built by learning 
from and working with other gardeners. 

There are other reasons to garden; be sure to share these 
with friends and families; be an ambassador for gardening .  
Help pollinators, save money and energy, help the environ-
ment, protect our planet, and improve your community. 

Upcoming Events: 

Jonesborough Garden Gala 

Native Plants for Tennessee 
http://tynnativeplants.wordpress.com/ 

Coral Honeysuckle, Trumpet Honeysuckle 
Lonicera sempervirens 

Full to part sun; me-
dium moisture level; 
adapts to a wide range of 
soils including clay; 
slightly acid to slightly 
alkaline pH. 

4-15 feet height 
(depending on support) 
by 4-8 feet spread; 
blooms April through 
September; bright scarlet, slender, tubular flowers; does  
not fruit reliably but produces clusters of translucent scarlet 
berries from late summer to fall. 

Growth Rate:  Medium to fast 

Maintenance:  Low maintenance and easy to grow.  
Blooms primarily on last year’s stems so prune to shape 
after flowering.  Infrequent disease problems; occasional 
insect problems. 

Propagation:  Easy by cuttings. 

Native Region:  Statewide 

Semi-evergreen vine with showy flowers and showy 
fruit.  Very long-flowering period.  The more sun, the more 
flowers.  Non-invasive.  Best grown on trellises, fences, 
arbors or pergolas.  Cultivars available.  Attracts bees,  
butterflies and hummingbirds; birds eat the berries. 

The 2017 Jonesborough Garden Gala will be held on 
June 3, 2017, from 10:30 - 2:30.  Tuesday Garden Club and 
the Schubert Club invite SAPS members to share your time 
and talent as volunteers in the gardens. There are eleven  
gardens on the tour this year along with the fabulous Tea. 
The Garden Marketplace will again offer a variety of garden
-oriented vendors.  

The 2017 theme is Learning in the Garden. There will 
be ongoing demonstrations in the gardens of gardening  
activities including A Gathering Garden, French Double 
Digging, Farmers Market Ready, Composting 101, Fairy 
Gardens Made by Found Objects, Building Garden Steps, 
Garden Rooms, Chickens in the Garden, What If A Creek 
Runs Through Your Garden?  

SAPS members would be a helpful addition in the  
gardens to greet visitors and answer questions.  A shift is 
only two hours so you will be able to see the other gardens 
and enjoy the Tea. When you volunteer to help in a garden, 
you receive complimentary admission to the Gala and Tea; 
volunteers are asked to pick up your swatch and program at 
Visitors’ Center.   

If you want to learn more about the garden you choose, 
you will have the opportunity to meet the owner prior to the 
event day. Contact to volunteer:  Pam Pope 423-571-7673, 
pamelapope@gmail.com 

Volunteer Opportunity 
We are in need of a volunteer from the Kingsport area 

to assist in the distribution of this newsletter. This would 
require no special skills; only2-3 hours per month about 5 
times a year. Your time would  
qualify  as Master Gardener service hours.   

If interested, please get in touch with Jim Hill by phone 
(246-7246) or email (jimhil7@aol.com).  
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