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Across the President’s Desk
By Earl Hockin

As I have written before Carol and I moved into a
new home last June. We have started a new garden in
our backyard. We brought plants with us that we had
split - daylilies, iris, echinacea, ferns and shrubs. Because the new lawn was full of Bermuda grass and
needed fencing and landscaping, the plants had to sit
in pots until November. Thus in November we were
able to put all our “babies” into the ground.
Now that Spring has begun we look each day to
see what new green is poking out of the ground. This
new garden is a bit like having a new baby. It has
some hand me downs, we brought from the other
house and now we have to go out and buy new clothes
(plants) to dress it up.
I love seeing spring bulbs including daffodils, hyacinth, tulips etc. emerging and blooming. Their emergence tells me it is time to start getting my hands into
the dirt. While they are blooming it is a great time to
put some sort of marker, indicating type and color be-

side any that you might want to split or move, in the
fall.
After chance of frost has passed, sow seeds of
herbs such as basil, chervil, dill, lovage, thyme, fennel
and cilantro outdoors where you want them to grow.
Though my favorite culinary herb is basil, I am fond
of dill and cilantro. One reason I enjoy dill and cilantro is that they will readily self-seed. Just let some of
them go to seed and scatter the seeds in late summer
and fall where you want dill or cilantro growing. You
will have a good crop next year. In fact, cilantro
grows best in cooler weather, even surviving light
frost. Thus cilantro seeds planted in mid to late summer will sprout in the fall, and with luck, you can harvest fresh cilantro throughout the fall, most of winter.
It will come back again early spring. We harvested
cilantro every month through this past winter.
I hope you will be as excited as I am about our trip
to Lexington, Kentucky in September.

President:
Earl Hockin
423-817-5473
ehockin@yahoo.com
Vice President:
Jane Mullins
423-212-0173
ajtmul35@yahoo.com
Secretary:
Jolly Hill
423-246-7246
jghhill@aol.com
Treasurer:
Joy Moore
423-348-6572
jnjmoore@embarqmail.com
Program Chair:
Nina Hedrick
423-239-9604
hedrick@chartertn.net
Editor–The Wheelbarrow
Pat Westington
423-328-7169
pwestington@gmail.com
Tomato Fest Chairman:
Dennis Marshall
423-288-3675
dmarshall@chartertn.net
Website Manager:
Carol McCreary
423-817-5668
muscovite100@yahoo.com
Membership Chairman:
Jim Hill
423-246-7246
jimhill7@aol.com
Discount Vendors:
Michele Bradley
423-257-2246
michelebradley54@gmail.com
Members-at-Large:
Celia Cox
423-247-3637
co.c0x@charter.net
Phil Ramey
423-288-4669
pmramey2009@yahoo.com
Eva Johnson
423-753-5562 or
483-1453
myiggi@comcast.net
Hugh Conlon
423-282-9215
hubert.conlon@gmail.com
Margaret Seymour
423-534-1191
margaretseymour@gmail.com

Southern Appalachian Plant Society

April 2016

April SAPS Meeting
Jason Reeves
Research Horticulturist and Curator,
UT Gardens, Jackson, TN
"Excellent Plants for Shade Gardens"
Thursday, April 21, at 7 pm
Bonus Program for SAPS members only:
"Gardens of England" from 4-5 pm
Both programs at Johnson City Power Board Building
Auditorium, Boones Creek Road (Hwy 354.) in Jonesborough.
A rising star in the world of horticulture, Jason Reeves is noted for his
plant knowledge, creative designs and engaging style. A contributing editor
to Fine Gardening magazine, Jason currently serves as the research horticulturist and curator of the UT Gardens Jackson, located on the grounds of
the West Tennessee Ag Research and Education Center. There he creates
the various seasonal horticultural displays, conducts research on herbaceous and woody ornamentals, and has spearheaded many projects, including the creation of a Certified Tennessee Arboretum and the development
of a Southeastern Regional Conifer Display Garden. His colorful plant
combinations and unique garden art, made by recycling everyday objects,
draw thousands of people to the research center's annual Summer Celebration, voted a "Top 20 Event" by the Southeast Tourism Society. In the fall
Jason creates an elaborate fall display at the center using more than 5,000
pumpkins, gourds and winter squash comprising over 90 varieties he grows
each year. He is much in demand as a speaker and leads numerous domestic and international garden tours.
A native of west Tennessee, Jason Reeves received his Master’s degree
in Ornamental Horticulture and Landscape Design from University of Tennessee Knoxville. Before coming to the UT Gardens, Jason worked at the
Opryland Conservatories, the Missouri Botanical Garden and the famed
Longwood Gardens. He has also worked as a horticulturist at the Palomia
Gardens in New Zealand.

Upcoming Events:
April 2
Talk by Dr. Alan Straw , 10 am at Martin’s
Greenhouse and Nursery, 301 Dodge St., Rogersville. Topic to be announced. Dr. Straw is a
specialist in vegetables, small fruits and specialty crops.
April 7
Herb Saplings meeting. 7 pm at Exchange
Place. Mimi Hale will present "Starting Herbs
from Seeds and Cuttings." Mimi is a Master
Gardener Intern who loves to play in the dirt.
She sells plants on a Facebook group, Mimi's
Plants Galore.
April 9
A Trouble-Free Flower Garden This Summer .
Hugh Conlon presents a talk at 10 am at Martin’s Greenhouse and Nursery, 301 Dodge St.,
Rogersville.
April 15-17
Spring Nature Festival. Warriors' Path State
Park. Seminars, hikes. http://tnstateparks.com/
parks/event_details/warriors-path/37th-annualspring-nature-festival. 423-239-8531 or 423239-6786 or marty.silver@tn.gov.
April 19-23
66th Spring Wildflower Pilgrimage in the
Smokies.
http://www.springwildflowerpilgrimage.org/
April 21
SAPS meeting. Horticulturist Jason Reeves will
present "Excellent Plants for Shade Gardens at
7 pm, at Johnson City Power Board Building
Auditorium. Bonus program for SAPS members only: "Gardens of England" from 4-5 pm
at same location.





SAPS Trip to Kentucky

April 22-24
Mid Atlantic Garden Fair. Southwest Virginia Higher Education Center, Interstate
81, Exit 14, Abingdon, VA. http://
gardenfaire.net/
58th Roan Mountain Naturalist Rally. Seminars, hikes.
www.friendsofroanmtn.org/

September 9—11, 2016

Pictures of some of the places we’ll visit are
included in
this issue

April 24
Weed and Feed at Exchange Place. 5 pm
weed, 6 pm potluck dinner
April 29-30
Annual Spring Plant Sale. Botanical Gardens
at Asheville. Native plants propagated by the
horticultural staff as well as plants, shrubs and
trees from regional nurseries. 828-252-5190.
www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.org
April 29 - May 1
26th Asheville Herb Festival. Western NC
Farmers Market, Asheville, NC. Largest herb
Festival in the Southeast. http://
www.ashevilleherbfestival.com/
April 30 - May 1
32nd annual Exchange Place Spring Garden
Fair. Saturday 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. and Sunday 12
- 5 p.m. at Exchange Place Living History
Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in Kingsport, TN.
423-288-6071. or www.exchangeplace.info

Buffalo Trace Distillery

May 19
SAPS Meeting. 2016 Gardening Trends and
Hot New Plants. Dr. Susan Hamilton, Director
UT Gardens, Knoxville, at 7 pm. Kingsport
Renaissance Center.

Kentucky Artisan
Center

Weed and Feed

Shaker Village

Rockcastle River
Trading Company

Join fellow SAPS members on Sunday, April 24, at 5
pm to spruce up the gardens at Exchange Place, 4812
Orebank in Kingsport. Note the new location for our
annual get together and community service project
which includes about 1-1.5 hours of weeding and planting flowers followed by a potluck supper. SAPS provides wine/soft drinks, plates, napkins and utensils. It's
fun and you get to know fellow SAPS members. Please
bring their favorite weeding tool and a dish to share.
For more info contact Phil Ramey, 423-2884669, pmramey2009@yahoo.com

Exchange Place Spring Garden Fair
The 32nd annual Exchange Place Spring Garden
Fair will be held Saturday, April 30, from 10 a.m. - 5
p.m. and Sunday, May 1, from 12 - 5 p.m. at Exchange
Place Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in
Kingsport. The event will feature thousands of plants for
sale - perennials, annuals, trees and shrubs - with the
emphasis on herbs, natives and heirloom plants
(including a wide variety of heirloom tomatoes), along
with garden related arts and crafts. The Fair is also an
educational and family event that fills the grounds and
buildings of the historic site, and gardening experts in
specific topics and Master Gardeners will be on hand to
answer home gardening questions throughout the weekend. Heritage breeds of animals and the spring activities
on a mid-1800’s farmstead will be featured as volunteers shear the sheep, spin and weave the wool, cook
over the hearth, and shape iron over the forge.
Children's activities abound as volunteers help children
create garden crafts and learn gardening skills, and area
4-H groups show their animals. Ol' timey music and
traditional foods add to the atmosphere. Admission is $3
for adults and free for children under 12. For more information, call 423-288-6071. www.exchangeplace.info
The Fair strives to be as environmentally friendly as
possible with recycling and re-using. Visitors are encouraged to bring their own plant carriers and to bring
used nursery pots (quarts and larger) for reuse. To help
gardeners reduce their water bills, Rain Barrel Kits will
be available for $40 (check or cash) throughout the
weekend. The 55 gallon food grade plastic barrels
(which can be painted) may be assembled into a finished
rain barrel on site in less than 30 minutes or the kit and
instructions may be taken home to complete.
Volunteers are always needed and appreciated - to
help with parking, set-up, hospitality, take-down/clean
up, and other aspects of organizing the Garden Fair. To
volunteer call Joy Moore at 423-348-6572 or e-mail at
jnjmoore@embarqmail.com.

Help Wanted:
Public Relations Co-Chair
SAPS is seeking help from a member to work with
our present public relations person. Responsibilities
would include but not be limited to: contacting local
media outlets to publicize meetings and events (such as
Tomato Fest and our trips) and distributing information
at local gardening related events. No past experience
necessary. For further information contact Earl Hockin
(ehockin@yahoo.com) (432-817-5473)
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