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September SAPS Meeting 

First a big thank you for Dennis Marshall and all those people who helped at Tomato Fest. I was personally 
amazed that there were 35 different varieties of home grown tomatoes for tasting.  It sure demonstrated that  
gardeners don't have to settle for the standard commercially grown ones that are prized for shelf life not for taste. 

I am pleased to confirm that 31 members have signed up for the Washington DC trip in September.   

At the upcoming meeting of your board of directors we will be brainstorming ideas for strategies, activities, 
and topics for next year If you have ideas no matter how wild or crazy please contact me or any other board 
member.  Our contact information is listed in the newsletter and on the SAPS website. 

Across the President’s Desk 

By Earl Hockin 

Preserving The Biltmore Tradition 
Through Plant Selection and Design  

Parker Andes, Director of Horticulture,  
Biltmore Estates, Asheville, NC  

 Thursday, September 17 at 7 p.m.  

Johnson City Power Board Auditorium (in rear of building)  
2600 Boones Creek Rd, Johnson City, TN 37615 

Parker will give a brief history of Biltmore Estates  
grounds and then highlight some specific plants and plantings 
used at Biltmore and discuss how he and his staff select  
plants and lay them out to maintain Fredric Law Olmsted’s 
original design intent.  

If you're looking for bulbs this fall, please check out Brent and Becky's great selection of high quality bulbs - 
both heirloom varieties and the newest introductions - and support SAPS at the same time. Go to http://
www.bloominbucks.com, and choose Southern Appalachian Plant Society (SAPS) from the pull down menu, 
agree to the terms, then off you go buying bulbs to beautify your garden, while SAPS receives 25% of the bulb 
total! If you'd rather call or mail in your order, you simply tell them you'd like to support SAPS when you order, 
or write in "SAPS" at the bottom of the catalog order form. Thanks. 

Reminder 
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September Events 

September 3 

Herb Saplings meeting. 7 pm. Tour of the Museum at 
Mountain Home in Johnson City. Martha Whaley, 
History of Medicine Librarian, will guide us through 
the Museum displays (including the botanical  
pharmaceuticals in the collection) which help tell the 
story of the people, events and activities that have 
shaped medical care in South Central  
Appalachia.  For more info call 423-348-6572 or 
sapsinfo@embarqmail.com.  
Directions:  F rom the State of Franklin (ETSU)  
entrance into the VAMC grounds, cross the railroad 
tracks and then take the left fork. Turn right at the 
three way stop. The second building on your left is 
Building 34 with an elaborate bell tower. Built in 
1902 as a Mess Hall, it now houses the Museum at 
Mountain Home. http://www.etsu.edu/com/museum/
default.aspx  

September 5   
Honeybees with John Hamrick, UT Extension.  10 am 
to 12 noon. Mize Farm and Garden in Gray. Free, but 
please register at 423-467-2300 

September 11-12 
9th annual Heritage Harvest Festival, at Monticello, 
Charlottesville, VA. Taste heirloom fruits and  
vegetables and learn about organic gardening and seed
-saving at this fun, family-friendly festival held on the 
breathtaking West Lawn of Jefferson’s Monticello. 
Workshops, hands-on demonstrations, and a variety of 
tours and exhibits. http://heritageharvestfestival.com 

September 11-12 
Organic Growers School presents the second Harvest 
Conference, focusing on Fall & Winter Growing, 
Home Cooking, Fermentation, Preservation,  
Homestead Skills, Self-Reliance, Backyard  
Wonders and more. For Backyard & Urban Growers, 
Homesteaders & Gardeners of all stripes.  AB TECH 
MAIN CAMPUS, Asheville. $50. Pre-Conference 
workshops at Warren Wilson College range from $40 
to $125. http://organicgrowersschool.org/events/
harvest-conference/ 

September 11, 12, 13 
53rd Annual Fall Roan Mountain Naturalists' Rally. 
Naturalists will lead hikes focusing on birds, trees, 
wildflowers, mushrooms, butterflies, etc.. Special  
programs on Friday and Saturday evenings. For more 
info contact Gary Barrigar  at  
gbarrigar@friendsofroanmtn.org 
  or  call 423-543-7576. www.friendsofroanmtn.org 

September 12, 2015 
Fall Plant and Rummage Sale. The Botanical   
Gardens at Asheville,151 W.T. Weaver Blvd. 9 AM. - 
3 PM, RAIN or SHINE. The Botanical Gardens,  
numerous local plant nurseries and garden clubs will 
offer a wide variety of trees, shrubs, and flowers for 
fall plantings. Free admission and parking on site or 
nearby. www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.org  
(828) 252-5190. 

September 17 
SAPS Meeting, 7 pm.  “History of Biltmore Estates 
Horticulture," Parker Andes, Director of Horticulture 
at Biltmore Estates, Asheville, NC. Parker Andes has 
been Director of Horticulture at Biltmore since 2000 
where he leads staff in the gardens and grounds 
maintenance of the 8000 acre National Historic  
Landmark property designed by Fredric Law 
Olmstead. He and his crew are also responsible for 
developing and maintaining the non historic features 
including the Inn on Biltmore Estate and the winery. 
Their group produces vegetable crops for Estate  
restaurants along with ornamental crops for use in 
seasonal displays and in the conservatory. He 
is personally responsible for the active forestry  
management of the 5000 acres of woodland. Andes 
brings to Biltmore experience from other  
distinguished public gardens. After receiving his 
bachelor of science degree in horticulture from West 
Virginia University, he began his career at Busch  
Gardens in Williamsburg. He later served as  
landscape supervisor at Longwood Gardens and as 
director of horticulture at Callaway Gardens.  

September 19  
Fruit Trees with John Hamrick, UT Extension. 10 am 
to 12 noon. Mize Farm and Garden in Gray. Free, but 
please register at 423-467-2300 

October 17 
SAPS Annual Plant and Seed Swap and Silent  
Auction. 11am to 2pm. Appalachian Fairgrounds. 
Note the change of location. (Rotary Park and the 
Harris Pavilion where we usually hold our Plant and 
Seed Swap will be closed for renovations and installa-
tion of a play park.) Start potting up plants and gather-
ing seeds to share. Plan to put the most special plants 
in the silent auction. Peruse your recipes for a favorite 
to share at the pot luck luncheon. Hope to see you 
there 

Exchange Place  

Fall Folk Arts Festival  

September 27 
Exchange Place Living History Farm, 4812 Orebank Road in 
Kingsport, will hold its 43rd annual Fall Folk Arts Festival on 
Saturday, September 26, from 10 am to 5 pm, 
and Sunday, September 27, from 12 noon to 5 pm.  The  
Festival will focus on harvest time activities on an 1850s 
farm with an emphasis on pioneer arts and crafts, ol timey 
foods, music, and children's activities.  Artisans will demon-
strate and sell a wide array of traditional folk arts, and the 
Harvest Market will feature plants, autumn  produce and  
seasonal crafts.  Admission is $3 for adults with children  
under 12 admitted free.  For more  information, call  
423-288-6071.   or go to  http://exchangeplace.info   
Master Gardener volunteers are needed to staff a shift at the 
Master Gardeners' booth. To volunteer please contact Joy 
Moore at 423-348-6572 or jnjmoore@embarqmail.com. 

October Events 

October Wheelbarrow 
The next issue of The Wheelbarrow will be a few 
days late. The deadline for submission  is still  
September 20, but it will not go to the  printer until 
nearly the end of the month.  

Scenes From Home-Grown Tomato Fest  

Thanks to Earl Hockin, Hugh Conlon and 
Eva Johnson for the great photos. 
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