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FRIENDS IN THE SHADE GARDEN:
KEEPING YOUR HOSTA COMPANY
Thursday, February 21—7:00 p.m.
Johnson City Power Board
Building Auditorium
Boones Creek Road (Hwy 354)
Jonesborough, TN
Presented by
Jason Reeves, Research Horticulturist
and Curator of the UT Gardens, Jackson TN
Once considered limited and hostadominated, the exuberant array of
shade plants now available offers
four seasons of excitement. Jason
will focus on colorful foliage, both
evergreen and deciduous, while
highlighting how your shade garden
can also flaunt flowers year-round.
With beautiful photography, Jason
will feature many often overlooked
plants for the shade, including new
shade loving companions as well as
some standard but underutilized
friends. For more about this up-andcoming young horticulturist, see page 4.
AS A SPECIAL BONUS FOR SAPS MEMBERS ONLY, Jason will
present a second program, Trash to Treasures, from 4:00—5:00
pm at the same location. In what he describes as his “fun talk,”
Jason will show us how to transform discarded objects into
one-of -a-kind pieces of garden art.

February Events:

March Events:

Thursday, February 7
Herb Saplings Meeting
6:30 p.m. at Exchange Place
Sandee Grimes, our own Community
Herbalist, will show us some herbal
teas, syrups, etc. for winter's ills. Sandee will even make her nourishing
herbal chicken soup for us to sample
and share the recipe.

Thursday, March 7
Herb Saplings Meeting
7:00 pm at Exchange Place

Saturday, February 9
Pruning the Natural Way
10:00 am – 12:00 pm
Botanical Gardens at Asheville
Glenn Palmer, President Emeritus of BGA, Master
Gardener, and Lead Gardening Writer for the Asheville Citizen-Times, will demonstrate pruning trees
and shrubs the natural way, including a hands-on
demonstration in the Gardens. BGA members: $10,
Nonmembers: $15. Reservations required. For more
info or to register (828) 252-5190.
http://www.ashevillebotanicalgardens.org.
Wednesday, Feb 13
Pruning Demonstration. 1:004:00 pm
Cowan Residence, 295
Rader Lane, Greeneville
Dr. David Lockwood, Professor UT Extension, Plant
Sciences Dept. Register at
Greene Co Extension Office,
204 North Cutler Street, Suite
104, Greeneville. Fee:$5.
Registration deadline Feb 6.
For more info 423-798-1710 or mtrose@utk.edu.
Friday-Sunday, February 15-17
Dogwood Arts House & Garden Show, Knoxville
http://www.dogwoodhouseandgarden.com/
Saturday, February 16
6th Annual Roan Mountain Naturalists' Rally
http://www.friendsofroanmtn.org/

Herb Basics and More. We will review the basics of growing herbs and
beginning herb gardeners are invited
to attend. Then we'll talk about some
exciting new and overlooked herb
varieties you may want to try. Herb
Saplings is a focus group of SAPS
and meetings are open to any SAPS
member.

2013 Tree Keeper Program
Steele Creek Park in Bristol, TN
Saturday, March 9
9:00 am-4:00 pm
Cost: $10 (includes light breakfast and lunch)
Check in 8:30-9:00 am with breakfast.
Each year the classes presented are different, so
if you attended last year, this will not be the same.
Pre-registration required at 423-764-0231(Crystal
Key). Last day to register is Wed. March 6th.

Thursday, March 21
SAPS Meeting
7:00 p.m.—Location TBA
Mark Windham, UT Professor
of Plant Pathology, will speak
on Your Garden Under Attack....How to Fight Back!

DID YOU NAME THAT PLANT???
The answer to last month’s quiz is:
Dovetree (Davidia involucrata): Also called handkerchief tree and
ghost tree. This small tree is available from on-line nurseries only
and I urge you to purchase “Sonoma” variety if you don't want to
wait 12 years for first bloom
Submitted by Hubert P. Conlon
UT Extension Area Specialist, Retired

THE UNEXPECTED HOUSEPLANT: 220 Extraordinary Choices for
Every Spot in Your Home
by Tovah Martin (Timber Press, 2012)
Tovah Martin, a well-known plant authority and author, has recently published another book on
houseplants that is quite different from most houseplant gardening books that I’m familiar with. She covers
more than 200 plants that she has personally grown in her “shabby chic” house in New England. Many of
the plants were not familiar to me, as I am not a houseplant fanatic like Tovah. However, I did recognize
some of the plants, because they are growing right now in my zone 7A outdoor garden. I didn’t know that
Primroses, Bleeding Hearts and Columbine could flourish (and bloom) inside the house!
Her book is full of beautiful photographs that were taken inside her house, where the plants seem
to be as much a part of her interior design as her furniture! There are vines and small trees in one room full
of perennials brought in from the garden, and spring blooming bulbs by her bedside.
Though Tovah covers 220 plants in this book, each of which she has tried successfully in her house,
she also lists four plants that she just could not grow indoors! Readers will learn how to choose plants, site
them, and take good care of them.
I’m as avid an outdoor gardener as you’ll find, with minimal interest in indoor plants. However after
reading this informative, quirky and photo-packed book, I might just be tempted to adopt one of those sad
plants from the supermarket!
Book Report submitted by Nina Hedrick

The Unexpected Houseplant was sent to Nina Hedrick, our Program Chair, by Timber
Press to review for this newsletter. Nina will now donate the book to the Kingsport Library, where it will be available to any resident of Northeast Tennessee to check out at
their local library through the Watauga Regional Library System.

Surface Mine Reclamation and
American Chestnut Restoration
Washington County Public Library
205 Oak Hill Street - Abingdon, VA
Friday, February 22, 2013—7:00 p.m.
The Southwest Virginia Restoration Branch of the American Chestnut
Foundation (TACF) is pleased to host a talk by TACF Forester, Michael French, on Surface Mine Reclamation and American Chestnut
Restoration at 7:00 pm, Friday, February 22, in the conference room
of the Abingdon Branch of the Washington County Public Library.
Attendees will hear the history of the American chestnut and an update on the current status of TACF’s breeding program from TACF’s
Chief Scientist, Fred Hebard, as well as learn about the history of
mine reclamation and the role that reclamation may play in chestnut
restoration from Michael French, who will also will cover techniques
for planting mined lands and opportunities for volunteers to assist in
planting a former surface mine in Dickenson County on March 2. For
more information contact Dick Olson at olson627@juno.com or 276466-3130.

SAPS member Gail Olson and
two other volunteers plant chestnuts on a reclaimed surface mine

Jason Reeves, Speaker
SAPS February Meeting

A native of west Tennessee, Jason Reeves received his Master’s degree in Ornamental Horticulture and Landscape Design from University of
Tennessee Knoxville. Before coming to the UT
Gardens, Jason worked at the Opryland Conservatories, the Missouri Botanical Garden and the
famed Longwood Gardens. He has also worked
as a horticulturist at the Palomia Gardens in New
Zealand.

CAN YOU NAME THAT PLANT?
Horticulturist Jason Reeves will present “Friends
in the Shade Garden; Keeping Your Hosta Company” on Thursday, February 21, at 7:00 pm, at
the Johnson City Power Board Building Auditorium on Boones Creek Road (Hwy 354.) in
Jonesborough. With beautiful photography, Jason will display an exuberant array of shade
plants offering four seasons of excitement. He will
focus on colorful foliage, both evergreen and deciduous, while also highlighting how your shade
garden can flaunt flowers year-round.
As a special bonus for SAPS members only,
Jason will present a second program, "Trash
to Treasures," from 4:00-5:00 pm at the same
location. In what he describes as his” fun
talk,” Jason will show us how to transform
discarded objects into one-of- a-kind pieces
of garden art.
A rising star in the world of horticulture, Jason
Reeves is noted for his plant knowledge, creative
designs and engaging style. The newest contributing editor to Fine Gardening magazine, Jason
currently serves as the research horticulturist and
curator of the UT Gardens Jackson, located on
the grounds of the West Tennessee AgResearch
and Education Center. There he creates various
seasonal horticultural displays, conducts research on herbaceous and woody ornamentals,
and has spearheaded many projects, including
the creation of a Certified Tennessee Arboretum
and the development of a Southeastern Regional
Conifer Display Garden. His colorful plant combinations and unique garden art, made by recycling
everyday objects, draw thousands of people to
the research center's annual Summer Celebration, voted a "Top 20 Event" by the Southeast
Tourism Society. In the fall, Jason creates an
elaborate fall display at the center using more
than 5,000 pumpkins, gourds and winter squash
comprising over 90 varieties he grows each year.

The Mystery
Plant for February is a medium strongly
upright
branched tree
from Europe.
This deciduous
tree does not
take up a lot of
space (35-40
feet tall and
15-20 feet
wide at maturity in 35-40
years). Dark
green leaves
turning off-yellow in the fall. This tree is becoming very popular around the Tri-Cities.
This photo was taken at the entrance to The
Ridges subdivision off Boones Creek Rd in
Jonesborough.
Submitted by Hubert P. Conlon
UT Extension Area Specialist, Retired

“The glory of gardening is hands in
the dirt, head in the sun, heart with
nature. To nurture a garden is to
feed not just on the
body, but the soul.”
~ Alfred Austin

VEGETABLE SEEDS NEEDED
Blenda Anderson, the past president of the Northeast Tennessee Master Gardeners Association is
asking for help with gathering seeds for a family project. Members of her family will be going to Romania in March for a mission trip and she is asking for gardeners to get involved and make a huge impact on the lives of some Romanian people.
“We are collecting seeds for them to hand out and hopefully help take a little bit of a
burden off their shoulders as they prepare their gardens for the summer. We will be
collecting packets of seeds from now until March 5th....Seeds include: tomatoes,
cucumbers, carrots, watermelon, green peppers, corn, and eggplant or anything,
really. I'm proud of my niece and her husband as they have a heart for helping others and I, as a Master Gardener, believe they are doing them a fundamental service
helping the five Romanian communities, which include at least one orphanage, plant
gardens.”
If you would like to assist Blenda with this project, her address is 2679
Timbers Edge Trace, Kingsport, TN 37660.

Resolutions for Gardeners
Submitted by Hubert P. Conlon
UT Extension Area Specialist, Retired

Although we are a little removed from the “New Year,” it is not too late to make resolutions … especially when it comes to our gardens.
A new year typically brings about resolutions right? Be they for losing weight, being more organized
or simply an overall "being better" wish, resolutions are good goals to have. Gardeners are no exception to wishing for the better: better gardens, better planning, better record-keeping, etc. Following are five resolutions that we wish every gardener, no matter their level of expertise, will embrace
in 2013:
1.
I will not blame myself for gardening failures. Mother Nature is not always our friend when
it comes to gardening. Or life gets in the way. Do not want you to despair! Simply try again and learn
from experience.
2.
I will not be afraid to ask questions. How else can you learn? Take advantage of the experience of your neighbor, your aunt, the garden center employee or the local extension agent.
3.
I will try something new. This is kind of a no-brainer, right? Have you ever met a gardener
who didn't want the newest of the new, for bragging rights if nothing else? But what about really
new...like a new growing style or completely new crop of vegetables?
4.
I will share my passion. Many of today's gardeners got their start
by learning from someone else, usually a parent or grandparent. Can you
be that mentor? Will you be the reason your son or daughter serves homegrown vegetables to your grandchildren? Can you be the reason your
neighbor plants window boxes for the first time?
5.
I will embrace nature and garden for the birds, the bees and the
butterflies (and the bats too!).
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WHITE RABBITS
In Alice in Wonderland the White Rabbit says, "I'm late, I'm late,
for a very important date." For SAPS members, February 20th is a
very important date. To receive the March newsletter containing the
new SAPS discount card, 2013 dues must be received by then. So
don't be a White Rabbit … hop on and pay your dues today by using
the application form provided below. And there’s something new …
your new discount card will be good until February 28, 2014.

SAPS MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION FORM
Southern Appalachian Plant Society
Name(s)
Address:
Zip
Phone:

(_____)

Email:

Please send your $15 check (payable to SAPS) along with this form to:
Jim Hill, Membership Chairman, 4407 Greenspring Circle, Kingsport, TN 37664

